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Greek culture and Roman Law influenced the early church in the following ways: 

1. The establishment of schools to teach children the Greek language and culture in 
conquered cities


2. The building of local Gymnasiums and Cultural Centers associated with exercise 
(especially gymnastics and wrestling), medicine, and communal bathing


3. Patria Potestas, (Latin: “power of a father”, also referred to as “Pater familias”) - In 
Roman family law, the male head of a family exercised power over his children and his 
more remote descendants in the male line, whatever their age, as well as over those 
brought into the family by adoption. The Pater familias was the oldest living male in the 
household.


4. Legal tutela: Under Roman law, there were several forms of tutela (“guardianship” or 
“tutelage”), mainly for people such as minors and women who ordinarily in Roman society 
would be under the legal protection and control of a paterfamilias, but who for whatever 
reasons were Sui iuris, legally emancipated.


5. Slavery:

1. Estimates of between 15-40 percent of the Greek population were slaves in various 

regions at different times. 

2. A middle-class family might have had between three and 12 slaves. 

3. Slaves who were able to save enough money could buy their freedom by paying their 

masters an agreed sum

4. Aristotle wrote that some people were simply born to be slaves, while others were born 

to rule the slaves, a doctrine known as “natural slavery”

5. Slavery, Aristotle said, was a good thing for slaves, for without masters, slaves would 

not know how to live their lives. He also saw slaves as “animate tools” —pieces of 
property to be used, with no rights other than those granted by their masters.


6. Religion:

1. Basic beliefs of the Greeks: the gods existed, they could influence human affairs, and 

they welcomed and responded to acts of piety and worship.
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2. Polytheism - a myriad of gods who each represent certain facets of the human 

condition or the personification of abstract ideas such as justice or wisdom

3. Gods were given human bodies and could marry and have children just like normal 

humans

4. Gods were worshipped at sacred sites and temples in all major Greek communities in 

ceremonies carried out by priests and their attendants

5. Sacrifices were either burnt completely or cooked, with part offered to the god and the 

rest eaten by some or all of the worshippers or taken away to be eaten later.

6. The priests were often the same sex as the god they represented


7. Women:

1. Women had few rights in comparison to male citizens. They were unable to vote, own 

land, or inherit

2. A woman’s place was in the home and her purpose in life was the rearing of children

3. In contrast to the lot of most women, some exceptional women rose above the 

limitations of Greek society and gained lasting acclaim as poets, leaders and 
physicians


4. In ancient male-dominated literature, women are often cast as troublemakers, as being 
jealous, or employing their “charms” to make men lose their wits. Female characters 
are often portrayed as trying their best to derail the plans of male heroes or as being 
ruled by passion and ecstatic emotion.


5. Education for girls focused on preparing her for her role in rearing a family and not to 
stimulate her intellectual development


6. Because marriages were often arranged, husbands sought “eros” love outside of the 
marriage


7. All women were under the guardianship/authority (kyrios or lord) of a male from birth to 
death.


8. A married woman was under the complete authority of her husband by law, though 
later women often chose to remain under the guardianship of their fathers rather than 
transferring “manus” (power or authority) to their husbands.


9. A woman’s name was never to be mentioned in public

10.Aristotle believed that women were intellectually incapable of making important 

decisions for themselves and this belief permeated all of society.


