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The Daily Bible January Questions

Dear Reader,

You have made a great decision to read through the Daily Bible in Chronological Order this year. About 
15-20 minutes of reading everyday is all it takes. I trust that you have partnered with friends and family 
on this journey. Meet once a week for fellowship, breaking of bread, accountability, and discussion of 
the past week’s readings. During the holidays you may choose to slow down your readings to enjoy the 
depth of the New Testament, especially as it relates to the Old Testament. If you choose to slow down 
your readings, simply use a bookmark to keep your place.  

Jennifer

1/1 THE BEGINNING
What pattern do you see on each day of creation? What does this teach you about the 
importance of order to God?

What do we learn about God’s power?

Why do you think God created “light” first?

Describe the 7th day and why it is important to us.

According to Colossians 1:15-20, who created all things?

Read this literal translation of Genesis 1:25-27:

And God made the living of the land according to their kind and animals according to 
their kind and every creeping thing that creeps on the dirt {adamah} according to their 
kind and God saw that it was good.
And God said, “Let us make man {adam} in our image, according to our likeness, and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the 
animals and over all the land and over every creature that creeps on the land.”
And God created man {adam} in His own image, in the image of God, he created them. 
Male and female he created them.

How does understanding the word “adam” and “adamah” impact your perspective on the 
creation account of mankind?

When God placed Adam and Eve in charge of all of creation, how does that apply to you? What 
does that responsibility look like?

Beginning in Genesis chapter 2, you’ll begin to see “the LORD” in all caps. When you see this 
phrase, know that the original Hebrew text reads: “YHWH”. This is the proper name of God and 

Listen to January 
Readings here —>
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was probably pronounced “Yehuah.” I encourage you to say “Yehuah” in your mind whenever 
you read “the LORD” so that you will see more clearly the significance of God’s name.

ADAM AND EVE
Read Genesis 2:18-25.
God is often also described as our “helper” (Ezer) throughout Scripture. Eve is described as 
being Adam’s “Ezer Kenegdo”, with Kenegdo meaning, “in front of, in sight of, opposite to.” How 
does this help us understand why God created Eve?

According to these passages, are Adam and Eve more similar to each other or different from 
each other?

Before the fall, do you think there are any gender roles established in the creation account of 
Adam and Eve? (Gen. 2:18-25)

Why weren’t Adam and Eve permitted to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? 
How does Satan mis-lead Eve?

The word “sin”, literally describes sheep who wander off the path because they no longer listen 
to the voice of the Shepherd. How does this describe the sin of Adam and Eve? Whose voice 
did Eve listen to? Whose voice did Adam listen to?

Describe the curse on the serpent. Who is the offspring that will crush Satan’s head? 

Describe the curse on Eve. (Read Appendix A for an understanding of the word “desire”)

Describe the curse on Adam.

1/2 FIRST THREE SONS OF ADAM AND EVE
Why do you think God rejected Cain’s sacrifice? What correction should Cain have made? (See 
Appendix A)

Describe what virtue Cain lacked (see Hebrews 11:4). How does this lead to Cain’s anger and 
eventual murder of his brother?

DESCENDANTS FROM ADAM TO NOAH
Why is this genealogy important?

What do you think it means when it says that God took Enoch away? (See Heb. 11:5)
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1/3 MANKIND’S DEGENERATION INTO WICKEDNESS
Describe the human condition during this period of history.

How does God react? Do you think God is justified?

NOAH AND THE FLOOD (3000-2500 B.C.)
Describe Noah’s character. How does Noah’s character effect his family?

Why do you think God decided not to destroy the human race again?

What is the meaning of the rainbow? What is a covenant?

HUMAN CONDITION REMAINS SINFUL

1/4 DISPERSION OF THE HUMAN FAMILY (2400 B.C.)
How does a common language create unity? 

Why didn’t God want the people to work together to build the tower? Were the people building 
the tower relying on themselves or on God?

BEGINNING OF NATIONS

DESCENDANTS FROM SHEM TO ABRAM
Why do you think the historical connections from Adam to Noah and from Noah to Abraham are 
important to the Israelites? To us?

Why do you think Abram (Abraham) settled in Haran instead of continuing on to Canaan? 

1/5 THE CALL OF ABRAM (2091 B.C.)
Describe the calling of Abram and the promises God makes.

Why do you think God wanted Abram to have a great name but not the people building the 
tower of Babel?

ABRAM DISHONORS HIMSELF IN EGYPT

Abram is considered a man of faith (see Heb. 11:8-12), however his faith was not perfect. How 
did lack of faith lead to trouble in Egypt?

SEPARATION OF ABRAM AND LOT
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Contrast the character of Abram and Lot.

In a similar situation, would you be more likely to respond like Abram or like Lot?

What new promise does God make to Abram? Gen. 13:14-17

DEFEAT OF THE KINGS

1/6 GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAM
How is faith related to righteousness? (See Gen. 15:6 and Rom. 4:18-22)

What do you think the cut animals signify? What is the meaning of the blazing torch passing 
between the cut pieces?

BIRTH OF ISHMAEL THROUGH HAGAR (2081 B.C.)
How does the birth of Ishmael represent a lack of faith on the part of Abram and Sarah? 

In what ways in our own lives do we justify solutions that are not in God’s will?

NAMES AND CIRCUMCISION AS SIGN OF COVENANT (2067 B.C.)
What is the purpose of circumcision? What does it represent? (see Rom. 4:9-12)

1/7   APPEARANCE OF HEAVENLY VISITORS
Why does Sarah laugh and then lie about it?

DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH
What impact does the presence of a few people of “righteousness” have on a city filled with 
unrighteousness?

God would have spared Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of a handful of righteous people. 
What do we learn concerning God’s patience with the world? If we are to imitate God, what kind 
of patience and hope should we have for the world? (Read 2 Peter 3:9)

Why do you think Lot’s wife looked back?

THE SCHEME OF LOT’S DAUGHTERS

1/8 ABRAHAM DECEIVES ABIMELECH
In this story, who seems to fear God more, Abraham or Abimelech? How is God merciful in this 
story?
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THE BIRTH OF ISAAC (2066 B.C.)
What do we learn about God’s faithfulness in the birth of Isaac?

ABRAHAM AND ABIMELECH SETTLE DISPUTE

EXPULSION OF HAGAR AND ISHMAEL
How do you think Hagar must have felt after being cast out? How does God show love and 
mercy towards Hagar?

1/9 ABRAHAM’S ULTIMATE TEST OF FAITH
How is this incident similar to what will happen to Jesus?

What does this ultimate act of faith say about Abraham’s devotion to God? Does God still test 
our faith today? Why?

NEWS REGARDING NAHOR’S FAMILY

SARAH’S DEATH AND BURIAL
Why is the purchasing of the land for Sarah’s burial significant?

1/10 ABRAHAM ARRANGES A WIFE FOR ISAAC
Why didn’t Abraham want his son Isaac to marry a woman from the “Promised Land”, Canaan?

How does the servant demonstrate faith in God?

Based on her actions at the well, how would you describe Rebekah’s character?

Do you think it was difficult for Rebekah to leave her family and homeland?

1/11 ABRAHAM MARRIES KETURAH
Why did Abraham send the sons of Keturah away?

DEATH OF ABRAHAM (1991 B.C.)

LAST ACCOUNT OF ISHAMAEL

ESAU AND JACOB
Describe the birth of Esau and Jacob.
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A BIRTHRIGHT IS SOLD
What was the significance of the birthright?

ISAAC FOLLOWS IN ABRAHAM’S FOOTSTEPS
What do we learn about the influence of a father on his son in this story?

1/12 TROUBLE BETWEEN JACOB AND ESAU
Why was the blessing from Isaac so important?

Which nation of people came from Esau?

JACOB LEAVES FOR HARAN
How did Rebekah use manipulation and dishonesty in her marriage to get what she wanted? 

What do you think would have happened if Rebekah hadn’t intervened? Do you think God 
sometimes uses flaws in our character to accomplish His will?

What promises did God make to Jacob? (Gen. 28:13-15)

What promises did Jacob make to God? (Gen. 28:20-22)

1/13 JACOB MARRIES AND HAS CHILDREN
Why did God have sympathy towards Leah? 

What did Leah yearn for? How does the name “Judah” reflect a change in Leah’s heart?

LABAN AND JACOB OUTSMART EACH OTHER

1/14 JACOB LEAVES LABAN
Why do you think Rachel stole from her father?

Do you think Jacob handled the situation with Laban in the right way?

JACOB RETURNS TO CANAAN (1905 B.C.)

What is the meaning and significance of Jacob’s new name?

1/15 DINAH AND THE MEN OF SHECHEM
Do you think Simeon and Levi consulted God before they took revenge? 
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How might that shape our understanding of violent, historical accounts in Scripture?

How does this event effect Simeon and Levi’s relationship with their father, Jacob?

JACOB’S JOURNEY CONTINUES (1886 B.C.)
God appears again to Jacob. What promises and predictions does He make? (Gen. 35:11-15)

How does Reuben dishonor his father, Jacob? 

How do you think this event effects Reuben’s relationship with Jacob?

1/16 RECORD OF THE EDOMITES

1/17 JOSEPH’S EARLY YEARS
Why did Joseph’s brothers despise him?

Describe Joseph’s faith in God.

Describe the role of Reuben and Judah during Joseph’s kidnapping.

JUDAH AND TAMAR
What were the customs during this time period when a husband passes away without children? 

Why dos4 you think customs like these will be reflected in God’s future national law for Israel?

What does Judah learn about himself in the situation with Tamar?

1/18 JOSEPH THE EGYPTIAN RULER (1885 B.C.)
Compare the temptation of Joseph (Gen. 39:6b-10) with the temptation of Adam.

How did Joseph set himself apart from others?

How did Joseph demonstrate humility? (Gen. 41:15-16)

According to Gen. 41:32, who will cause the seven years of famine?

Do you think God still communicates to us through dreams? (Read Joel 2:28-29 & Acts 2:14-18)
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1/19 JOSEPH THE EGYPTIAN RULER (CONT’D)
Why do you think Joseph put the money back into his brother’s pouches?

Why did he put his silver cup in Benjamin’s sack the second time?

How has Judah changed? What incident do you think caused the change in his heart?

What does this story teach us about forgiveness and God’s providence? 

1/20 JOSEPH THE EGYPTIAN RULER (CONT’D)
Describe nation of Israel’s life in Egypt during this time period.

1/21 JACOB AND JOSEPH’S LAST DAYS (1859 B.C.)
Why do you think Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh were reckoned to Jacob?

How is the blessing for Judah prophetic?

1/22 MOSES EMERGES AS A LEADER (1526 B.C.)
God blessed the midwives for their bravery and fear of God. Do you think God blesses people in 
the same way today?

YHWH (translated as ‘THE LORD’ in English translations) sounds like the Hebrew for “I Am”. 
Why do you think God says His name is “I Am”?

Why was the Lord angry with Moses? 

Describe the strange encounter of Zipporah and the Lord.

1/23 PLAGUES ON THE EGYPTIANS
When Pharaoh took away the straw, how did the Israelites react?

Why is Aaron called Moses’ prophet? (Ex. 7:1) How does this help shape our understanding of 
the word “prophet”?

Why do you think Pharaoh keeps reneging on his word?

1/24 PLAGES ON THE EGYPTIANS (CONT’D)
According to Ex. 10:1, who is responsible for hardening Pharaoh’s heart? Why?
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Why were the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the Israelites?

1/25 PASSOVER AND THE EXODUS
Describe the Passover.

Why is leaven not allowed during Passover?

What is the significance of the blood?

What event does Passover foreshadow? (Read Editor’s notes on Nov. 13th)

Who is allowed to partake in Passover?

Why does every firstborn belong to God? 

1/26 PASSOVER AND THE EXODUS (CONT’D) (1446 B.C.)
Why did Pharaoh have remorse?

Read Exodus 14:13-14. Do you think God still fights for His people? 

The cloud and pillar of fire represent God’s leadership. How are we to follow God’s leadership in 
our lives?

How did God “gain glory” through “Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen”?

1/27 JOURNEY TO SINAI
How does God react to the Israelites murmuring?

How does the law of the Sabbath require faith?

Why do you think Moses had to keep his hands up in order for the Israelites to have victory over 
the Amalekites?

What convinced Jethro to put his faith in God?

1/28 THE ISRAELITES COVENANT WITH GOD (1445 B.C.)
Why do you think God made the Israelites “Consecrate” themselves (by washing their clothes) 
before they could come near the mountain? Exodus 29:21 describes another process of 
consecration.
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Read Hebrews 12:18-24 and discuss the differences.

1/29 INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TABERNACLE
What kind of standards does God have for His dwelling place?

What was the Holy of Holies? Why was it dangerous?

Read Hebrews 9. Describe the difference between the “Old “ covenant and the “New” covenant.

John 1:14 reads in the YLT: “And the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us, and 
we beheld his glory, glory as of an only begotten of a father, full of grace and truth.”

The verse above is speaking of Jesus. How does the body of Jesus correspond to the original 
tabernacle?

Where is God’s tabernacle now? (Reference I Cor. 3:16-17, Eph. 2:19-22, I Peter 2:5)

1/30 INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TABERNACLE (CONT’D)
Why do you think the offerings had to be slaughtered at the entrance to the tabernacle? (see 
Appendix A)

What is the purpose of making atonement? (Exodus 30:14-16)

What is the purpose of “anointing”? (Exodus 30:30-33)

1/31 THE COVENANT BROKEN AND RENEWED
What do we learn about God’s anger and then Moses’ intercession?

Why do you think God ordered the Levites to kill 3,000? (Exodus 32:29)

Describe Moses’ encounter with the glory of God. How does God describe His own character? 
(Exodus 34:6-7)

This is the first time in Scripture the nature of God is revealed. How did it make you feel? How 
does Moses respond?

Why did Moses have to wear a veil?
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2/1 CONSTRUCTION OF THE TABERNACLE
Who gives us our skills and abilities? (Exodus 36:2) What should we be willing to do with our 
skills and abilities?

What does this detailed account teach us about the need for accuracy in obedience and the 
accuracy of God’s Word?

2/2 CONSTRUCTION OF THE TABERNACLE (CONT’D)
What happened when the tabernacle was finished? (Read Exodus 40:34, 35)

What happens when the glory of God fills his dwelling place now?

2/3 ORDINATION OF PRIESTS
The role of priest was a selective position and was limited to what nationality, tribe, family and 
gender?

Who is the priesthood now? (I Peter 2:5, Hebrews 7:23-25)

What did Aaron’s sons do wrong and what was the result?

2/4 THE LEVITES CHOSEN FOR SERVICE
Why do you think God chose the tribe of Levi for special service?

What are the Levites’ primary duties?

What does “laying on of hands” symbolize?

OFFERING FROM THE TRIBES
Why do you think the offerings were recorded so specifically?

2/5 A NATION UNDER LAW (1445 B.C.)
NUMBERING OF THE ISRAELITES

Why weren’t the Levites included in the numbering of fighting men?

Why were the Levites instructed to set up their tents around the tabernacle?

2/6 NUMBERING OF THE ISRAELITES (CONT’D)

Listen to February 
Readings here —>
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2/7 THE JOURNEY BEGINS
What do the pillar of cloud and pillar or fire teach us about God’s direction and leading?

How does this correspond to the role of a Shepherd?

DOUBTS AND MURMURS
What happens when the people begin to think about what they used to have in Egypt?

How does God respond?

What happens when we long for the past and fail to see the blessings we have today?

2/8 MOSES REBUKED BY MIRIAM
Why were Miriam and Aaron upset with Moses?

What role does jealousy play?

THE PEOPLE LACK COURAGE
How does fear keep the people from obeying God? How does fear hinder our obedience?

What were the consequences for the people’s lack of courage?

What happened when the Israelites tried to take the land without the Lord’s support? 
What does this teach us about our relationship with God?

Read Num. 14:10b-12. How important to God is it for us to have faith in Him?

2/9 CHALLENGE TO LEADERSHIP
Why did Korah and his followers challenge the priesthood of Aaron and the leadership of 
Moses?

Do you think they had a right to be angry?

How did God show that He had chosen Aaron’s line to be priests?

In the New Testament, who comes as a descendant of Aaron to pave the way for Jesus? (Luke 
1:5-17)
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2/10 FROM KADESH TO MOAB (1406 B.C.)
Why do you think God was angry at the way Moses brought the water out of the rock? (Deut. 
32:51-52

In what ways were the children of Israel ungrateful?

How does God respond to their ungratefulness?

2/11 BLESSINGS AND PROPHECY OF BALAAM
How do you think Balaam was able to communicate with God even though he was not an 
Israelite?

How would you describe Balaam’s attitude toward God?

What do we learn about God’s plans for Israel’s future?

God used a lowly donkey to oppose Balaam. What does this tell you about God’s sovereignty in 
whom He chooses to use and speak through?

2/12 ISRAEL SINS IN MOAB
Why was the worship of Baal so dangerous for the nation of Israel?

DESTRUCTION OF THE MIDIANITES
The editor’s notes touches upon the difficulty of accepting the destruction of a whole group of 
people at God’s command. What are your thoughts?

2/13 ISRAEL’S SECOND NUMBERING
Why are there fewer total fighting men? 

What does this tell us about the seriousness of sin’s consequences?

2/14 JOSHUA NAMED AS SUCCESSOR
How was Joshua’s faith rewarded?

TWO-AND-A-HALF TRIBES EAST OF JORDAN

PREPARATIONS FOR CONQUEST AND SETTLEMENT
What instructions does God give the Israelites with regards to the inhabitants of the land?

What warning does God give if the Israelites fail to obey completely?
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2/15 MOSES REVIEWS HISTORY AND PURPOSE
Why do you think Moses reviews the events of the last 40 years?

Read Deuteronomy 3:21-22. Why is it important to remember God’s former victories in our 
lives?

Read Deuteronomy 4:5-8. For what reason are the Israelites urged to observe the 
commandments “carefully”?

Why are the Israelites forbidden to make an image of God? (Deut. 4:15-24)

2/16 THE LAWGIVER URGES OBEDIENCE
Why does God want the Israelites to be obedient according to Deut. 6:1-3?

Who is responsible for teaching children the ways of God?

Why do the inhabitants of the land have to be destroyed completely?

According to Deuteronomy 8:1-5, why did Israel spend 40 years in the desert?

For what sin does God constantly promise destruction as judgement?  (Deut. 8:19-20)

2/17 THE LAWGIVER URGES OBEDIENCE (CONT’D)
Why and why not are the people being driven out of the land? (Deut. 9:4, 5)

2/18 INTRODUCTION TO THE LAWS
How is living in a theocracy different from other forms of government? Who has the highest 
authority in a theocracy?

Who are the chosen people, the citizens of this theocracy? (Read Deut. 14:1-2)

Who are God’s chosen people now? (Read I Peter 2:9-10)

RELIGIOUS AND CEREMONIAL LAWS
Why do you think the very first laws condemn worship of other gods and idolatry?

LAWS AGAINST IDOLATRY AND PAGANISM
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How do the Mosaic laws differ from our laws concerning freedom of religion? What are your 
thoughts?

2/19 LAWS AGAINST FALSE SPIRITUALISTS
What “detestable” practices are found in the nations that God is going to drive out of the 
promised land? 

According to Deuteronomy 13:1-5, should you always follow a prophet who’s prophecies are 
true?

LAWS REGARDING BLASPHEMY
In a Theocracy, blasphemy and following other gods is considered to be treasonous. What are 
your thoughts?

LAWS REQUIRING DEDICATIONS

LAWS REQUIRING TITHING

List the ways that the tithe is to be used in Deut. 14:22-29

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONQUEST; LAW OF THE SABBATH
Why is the Sabbath important?

Why was it important for everyone to rest on the same day as each other?

2/20 THE SPECIAL FEAST
PASSOVER AND FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
Why do you think the Passover sacrifice had to be killed in a specific place (Jerusalem)?

FEAST OF WEEKS; FEAST OF TRUMPETS; DAY OF ATONEMENT

FEAST OF TABERNACLES
How is the feast of Tabernacles different from the other feasts?

2/21 BURNT OFFERINGS; CEREAL OFFERINGS
Why do you think the offerings were to be slaughtered before entering the Tabernacle, 
specifically at the gate or entryway? (Read Hebrews 13:11-12)

2/22 PEACE OFFERINGS; SIN OFFERINGS
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2/23 GUILT OFFERINGS; SPECIAL OFFERINGS

RULES PERTAINING TO OFFERINGS; OTHER RITUALS

2/24 RULES FOR THE PRIESTS
THE SABBATICAL YEAR; YEAR OF JUBILEE
Do you think it was difficult for the Israelites to refrain from working the land for an entire year? 
Why or why not?

Why was it important for the Israelites to practice the act of “declaring freedom” during the 
Sabbath year? (Read Jeremiah 34:12-20) 

How can we practice “declaring freedom” for others today, both spiritually and physically?

Describe the Year of Jubilee.

2/25 PURIFICATION

AFTER CHILDBIRTH; FOR LEPROSY; FOR DISCHARGES; CONCERNING DEATH

2/26 PERSONS EXCLUDED FROM THE CONGREGATION
THE NAZIRITE VOW
Read the following stories that reference the Nazirite vow: Judges 13:2-5, 24; I Samuel 1:9-11, 
20;  Acts 18:18;  Acts 21:22-25

The Hebrew word for Nazarite (Nezer) means consecrated or “crown” (see Zechariah 9:16). It 
can be a symbol of royal authority. Considering this fact, how do these two verses relate: 
Numbers 6:7-8 & I Corinthians 11:10?

VOWS OF DEDICATION

LAWS OF SEPARATION
How can we demonstrate the idea of God’s holiness or “separation” in our own lives?

2/27 LAWS OF GOVERNMENT
CONCERNING A KING; RESPECT FOR RULERS
For those who know, are these regulations followed by future kings of Israel? Explain.

THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM
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ESTABLISHMENT OF COURTS; FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE; WITNESSES; 
In what ways do these laws concerning justice and fairness reflect God’s character?

PUNISHMENT

2/28 CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON
HOMICIDE; FETICIDE; KIDNAPPING; MAYHEM; RAPE; ASSAULT

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY

THEFT OF PERSONAL PROPERTY; THEFT OF REAL PROPERTY
Read Matthew 7:12. How does this verse sum up the law and the prophets?
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3/1 PERSONAL RIGHTS AND REMEDIES
RESTITUTION FOR LOSS; SEDUCTION; INJURIES AND DAMAGES;

MASTERS AND SERVANTS; CREDIT, INTEREST, AND COLLATERAL; 

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS; WEIGHTS AND MEASURES;

INHERITANCE

RIGHT OF FIRSTBORN; LEVIRATE MARRIAGE; 

How did Judah and Tamar know about the Levirate law before the law was written?

CASE OF ZELOPHEHAD’S DAUGHTERS

3/2 MARRIAGE; DIVORCE
SEXUAL VIOLATIONS

ADULTERY; FORNICATION; PROSTITUTION; INCEST; 

According to the laws of adultery, what should have happened to Mary, mother of Jesus?

Read John 8:3-11

VIOLATION OF UNCLEANNESS; HOMOSEXUAL PRACTICES; BESTIALITY;

SEPARATION OF SEXES

3/3 HEALTH AND DIETARY LAWS
LEPROSY; DISCHARGES; ISOLATION
Contamination is a serious concern, whether it be from infections, mildew, or discharges. 

How is this similar to stopping the contamination of sin?

3/4 DIETARY REGULATIONS
What is the importance of the priest’s role of investigating skin conditions, mold, and 
discharges?

CLEAN AND UNCLEAN CREATURES; DEAD ANIMALS; KILLED ANIMALS;

Listen to March 
Readings here —>
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Why do you think some animals were considered clean and some unclean?

BLOOD AND FAT; MEAT AND MILK

3/5 GENERAL WELFARE LAWS
REQUIREMENTS FOR BENEVOLENCE
Describe God’s concern for the poor, the fatherless, the widow, and the alien.

DUTIES OF RESPECT AND SUPPORT

PARENTS; ELDERLY; WIDOWS AND ORPHANS; STRANGERS; 
Describe the roles of authority and submission in the family unit according to the law. 

How are God’s expectations for children different than what we see in society today?

DEAF AND BLIND; NEIGHBORS

TREATMENT OF ANIMALS

RULES OF WARFARE

PREPARATION FOR BATTLES; RULES OF SIEGE; 
How are the peoples far away to be treated differently than the peoples currently in the 
Promised Land?

3/6 OBEDIENCE ENJOINED
DUTY TO PROMULGATE
In what two ways are the Israelites commanded to “promulgate” God’s Word?

BLESSINGS OF OBEDIENCE

PUNISHMENTS FOR DISOBEDIENCE
Read Leviticus 26:14-16. How might this relate to I Corinthians 11:28-32? Does this mean that 
God will bring pestilence and sickness on Christians today in order to discipline them?

3/7 RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT
We read a prediction that punishment for disobedience will result in such severe hunger that 
parents will eat their children. Consider this as you read the following event which occurs 600 
years later: 2 Kings 6:24-29
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According to Deut. 30:11-14, why isn’t obedience too difficult? 

Compare the “Word” in Deut. 30:14-15 with the “Word” in John 1:1-4; 14

3/8 TRANSFER OF LEADERSHIP TO JOSHUA
What do we learn about God’s faithfulness toward someone who has been called to do His 
work?

A SONG OF UNFAITHFULNESS
What sin, in this song, seems to anger God the most? Why? (Deut. 32:15-22)

3/9 MOSES BLESSES THE TRIBES
MOSES’ DEATH AND BURIAL
How did Joshua receive the Spirit of Wisdom?

3/10 PREPARATION FOR CONQUEST
How often was Joshua supposed to meditate on the Book of the Law?

What does God mean when He says not to turn to the right or the left?

Why was the attack on Jericho led by the priests and the ark of the Covenant?

Why did the angel say that he was neither for Israel nor for their enemies?

3/11 THE TAKING OF JERICHO AND AI
It is difficult reading about the destruction of men, women and children at the direction of 
God, but we must remember that God was patient with these cities despite their atrocious 
behavior. Read Genesis 15:12-16 and Leviticus 18:21-28.

Why do you think the plunder from Jericho was to be devoted to God but not the plunder of Ai?

Joshua read the entire law to the assembly. What does this teach us about the importance of 
reading God’s Word personally and in a corporate setting? (read I Timothy 4:13)

3/12 GENERAL CONQUEST OF CANAAN
Do you think God approved of what the Gibeonites did? Why or why not?

How did God use the treaty with Gibeon to conquer the 5 kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, 
Lachish, and Eglon?



The Daily Bible March Discussion Questions

What miraculous event occurred to show that God was fighting for Israel?

Why was it important for God to show, through miracles, that He was involved in the battle?

3/13 DIVISION OF THE PROMISED LAND

3/14 DIVISION OF THE PROMISED LAND (CONT’D) (see map)

3/15 JOSHUA’S FAREWELL ADDRESS
Why would it had been an act of “breaking faith” with God if the eastern tribes had used their 
own altar?

3/16 THREE BURIALS

ADDITIONAL CONQUESTS

FAILURE TO COMPLETE CONQUESTS
What was the result of failing to complete the conquests?

3/17 APOSTASY AND THE JUDGES
What happened when the older generation, that had seen God’s miracles, passed away?

OTHNIEL, EHUD, AND SHAMGAR

3/18 DEBORAH AND BARAK
Deborah is called a “prophetess”. What does that mean? (See Exodus 7:1)

Why do you think God chose a woman to lead Israel at this time? How do you think that 
affected her marriage?

Why do you think Barak wouldn’t go to battle without Deborah? What was the result of this 
action?

Describe how Deborah’s song focuses on giving honor to God for the victory.

Why does Deborah refer to herself as “Mother” of Israel?

3/19 GIDEON AND HIS SON
According to Judges 6:7-10, what is the role of a prophet?
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Why did God use only 300 men to fight against the Midianites? 

What does this tell us about our weakness and our usefulness to God?

3/20 GIDEON AND HIS SON (CONT’D)
Why didn’t Gideon want to rule over Israel?

Despite Gideon’s usefulness to God, he still failed in many ways. Describe those failures.

How did Abimelech’s lust for power cause his downfall?

3/21 JEPHTHAH AND FIVE OTHERS
What cycle of Israel is starting to appear during the time of the Judges?

“And He could bear Israel’s misery no longer” (Judges 10:16) - How does this reflect the heart of 
a loving Father?

Do you think that it was necessary for Jephthah to make a vow and a burnt offering in order to 
gain God’s favor? (Read Hosea 6:6)

Why do you think the number of children of each Judge is a significant historical fact?

3/22 THE STORY OF RUTH
Redemption is a common theme throughout Scripture. It pictures the idea of someone acting on 
behalf of another who is in trouble, danger, or in need and it always involves a payment of some 
type. 

In the case of Ruth, how did Boaz act as redeemer? 

In the case of Israel, how did God act as redeemer (Exodus 6:6-7)? 

And finally, how is Christ our redeemer? (I Peter 1:18-19)

3/23 SAMSON THE STRONG MAN
Why did the angel say that his name was beyond understanding? Who was the angel in your 
opinion?

How did God use Samson’s temper and lust for women to accomplish His goals?
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Who do you think had more faith in God, Samson or Samson’s parents?

3/24 MICAH AND THE DANITES
The narrative about Micah and the Danites does not explicitly condemn or approve of their 
actions. However, there are a few phrases that might be revealing of the author’s feelings. What 
are your thoughts? (see below)

“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.”

“Then they took what Micah had made, and his priest, and went on to Laish, against a peaceful 
and unsuspecting people.”

“They continued to use the idols Micah had made, all the time the house of God was in Shiloh.”

3/25 CIVIL WAR WITH BENJAMIN
Describe how the war with Benjamin began. What aspects of this story bother you?

Why were the Benjamites permitted to kidnap women?

PERIOD OF JUDGES SUMMARIZED

3/26 SAMUEL BRINGS ABOUT TRANSITION
How did Hannah submit her desires for a child to God?

How did Eli fail as a father? Describe his sons’ sins.

In I Samuel 2:27-36, an anonymous prophet brings a condemning message to Eli. What 
does this tell us about the authority of God’s Word despite not knowing the rank, education or 
position of the person bringing the Word?

3/27 SAMUEL BRINGS ABOUT TRANSITION (CONT’D)
The Lord revealed Himself to Samuel through “His Word”. What do you think this means?

Why do the Philistines become terrified of the ark of the Lord?

After the battle at Mizpah, Samuel says, “Thus far the Lord has helped us”. Describe the 
importance of giving God the glory for all victories.

3/28 SAUL APPOINTED KING
Why do you think Samuel was displeased when the people asked for a king?
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Why was God displeased?

How does the following passage describe a form of idolatry?

But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. Then we 
will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our 
battles.” I Samuel 8:19-20

What was the purpose of anointing with oil?

Who was responsible for changing Saul’s heart?

Describe Samuel’s instructions for submission even during the reign of a human king. (Read I 
Samuel 12:12-15)

3/29 THE REIGN OF SAUL
What was Saul’s sin at the battle at Micmash?

How Does Saul make excuses for his sin?

What truth about God can you apply from this verse? - “Nothing can hinder the Lord from 
saving, whether by many or by few.”

If God was the one directing the “lot” that was cast on Jonathan, why does it also seem as if it 
wasn’t God’s will for Jonathan to die?

3/30 THE REIGN OF SAUL (CONT’D)
What was Saul’s sin in the battle with the Amalekites?

How does Saul once again make excuses for his sin? Does Saul demonstrate true repentance 
and grief over sin?

What does this verse tell us about Saul’s character? - “Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has 
set up a monument in his own honor.”

What does God want from us more, our obedience or our gifts of sacrifice? Why?

Why is the word “your” significant in what Saul says to Samuel in this verse? - “Come back with 
me, so that I may worship the Lord your God.”
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3/31 DAVID’S RISE TO POWER
“The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.”

How does this verse impact your view of God and of the world?

In both the case of Saul and David, the Holy Spirit came in power on them at the time of 
anointing. Consider this: Did Saul initially sin before or after the Spirit was removed from him?

What does this tell us about our sinful nature and the indwelling of the Spirit?

Describe how David’s faith and lack of worldly pragmatism led to victory.
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Small Group Leader: Explain to your group ahead of time that, during the week, you will all fill in 
one-sentence, big-idea statements of what they learned from each Psalm.

4/1 DAVID’S RISE TO POWER (CONT’D)
How does jealousy effect Saul’s heart and the presence of the Holy Spirit?

**For each Psalm, fill in a one-sentence, big-idea statement of what you learned

Psalm 59: ______________________________________________________

Describe David and Jonathan’s relationship.

4/2 DAVID’S RISE TO POWER (CONT’D)
David’s men eat the consecrated bread. What do you learn from this event in light of this 
passage in the New Testament: Matthew 12:1-8. How does this shed light on the phrase “I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice”?

Psalm 56: ____________________________________________________________________

Psalm 34: ____________________________________________________________________

Psalm 142: ___________________________________________________________________

4/3 DAVID’S RISE TO POWER (CONT’D)
Saul killed 85 priests and the town of Nob, including women, children and infants because of his 
jealousy. What kind of ruler has Saul become? 

Are there any contemporary rulers with similar traits?

Psalm 52: ____________________________________________________________________

Psalm 63: ____________________________________________________________________

Psalm 54: ____________________________________________________________________

Why did David spare Saul’s life?

Psalm 57: ____________________________________________________________________

Listen to April 
Readings here —>
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4/4 DAVID’S RISE TO POWER (CONT’D)
Why did Abigail defy her husband?

Once again David spares Saul’s life. Do you agree or disagree with this action?

Saul apologizes again. Do you think that this was genuine? 

David was willing to fight alongside the Philistines against Israel. How could this appear to be 
treasonous?

Why is it significant that David’s camp was attacked by “Amalakites”? (see reading on 3/30)

4/5 DAVID’S RISE TO POWER (CONT’D)
Why does Saul decide to inquire of a witch? How does this reveal his hypocrisy?

What did Saul do that has caused the kingdom to be “torn” out of his hands?

Do you think it was right for David to kill the Amalekite who killed Saul? 

Why is it significant that an Amalekite killed him?

David’s lament: Why did David speak so fondly of Saul?

4/6 DAVID BECOMES KING
What does the incident between Joab and Abner teach us about human tendencies toward 
violence?

Why do you think David took Michal back?

4/7 DAVID BECOMES KING (CONT’D)
Why is the capturing of Jerusalem significant?

Psalm 18: ____________________________________________________________________

4/8 DAVID BECOMES KING (CONT’D)
What is the correct way to carry the ark compared to the last time it was moved?

Why was Michal upset with King David?
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4/9 DAVID BECOMES KING (CONT’D)
Why is it significant that Obed-Edom became a gate-keeper to guard the ark in Jerusalem? 
Read I Chronicles 13:9-14

David chose a way to worship that caused him to appear “undignified”. What does this tell us 
about true worship? (Read John 4:24)

What do we learn about mercy in the story of Mephibosheth?

What promise does God make to David and his offspring?

4/10 PERIOD OF THE WARS
Do you think that it was wrong for David to choose not to go to battle with Joab?

How did one sin lead to another in David’s life?

How did God use Nathan in David’s life? Does God still use prophets in this way today?

PSALM 51-___________________________________________________________________

How is David’s response to personal sin different from Saul’s?

What should have happened to David and Bathsheba according to Mosaic law? (Read Deut. 
22:22)

4/11 PERIOD OF THE WARS (CONT’D)
Why wasn’t David’s faith in God shaken after the death of his baby boy?

After David repents, he goes back into battle instead of staying home. Why do you think God 
wanted David to lead the army into Israel’s battles? 

Read 2 Samuel 21:17. Contrast human, pragmatic thinking with God’s Will in this circumstance.

4/12 ABSALOM’S REBELLION
In that culture, why did Amnon’s actions against Tamar cause even greater devastation than it 
would have in our culture?

According to Mosaic law, what should Amnon have done? Read Deut. 22:28

Do you agree or disagree with Absalom’s actions against Amnon?
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In what ways did David’s inaction as a father cause Absalom’s rebellion?

4/13 ABSALOM’S REBELLION (CONT’D)
How were Absalom’s actions politically shrewd?

Why do you think God allowed David to go through the humiliating retreat from Jerusalem at the 
hands of his own son? 

What do we learn about God’s discipline and maintaining faith in God no matter what?

4/14 ABSALOM’S REBELLION (CONT’D)
How did God use bad advice from Hushai to bring disaster on Absalom?

Why do you think David mourned so deeply for his son despite the fact that he refused to see 
him for years?

4/15 ABSALOM’S REBELLION (CONT’D)
How did Joab correct David’s thinking concerning the death of his son, Absalom?

In what ways did the return to Jerusalem go well? In what ways did it not go so well?

4/16 TWO MAJOR CALAMITIES
How did God use famine to bring about correction? Do you think God would do the same  
kind of thing today?

Why do you think it was an evil thing for David to take a Census?

What is significant about the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite?

When David says, “I will not take for the Lord what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that 
costs me nothing”, how does this impact you?

PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING THE TEMPLE

Why did God choose Solomon to build the temple instead of David?

PSALM 30 -__________________________________________________________________
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4/17 THE NATIONAL CONVENTION
David had to go through great effort to make preparations and record instructions for Solomon. 

How has this benefited the written Word of God?

In these instructions, the lots for priestly duty are recorded. About 1,000 years later these 
same divisions are being used! (Read Luke 1:7-9)

I Chronicles 25:1 reads that those with the “ministry of prophesying “ were to be “accompanied 
by harps, lyres, and cymbals”. How does this challenge your ideas concerning the gift of 
prophesy?

4/18 THE NATIONAL CONVENTION (CONT’D)
Why was God upset when David and Joab tried to number the men 20 years old or less?

David challenges his son, Solomon, to follow and serve God with “whole-hearted devotion”. 
How did David’s life demonstrate this devotion? 

How should our lives demonstrate this devotion?

David says, “Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom…you are the ruler of all things.” Why is this a 
profound statement for a king to make?

**Continue by filling in a one-sentence, big-idea statement of what you learned from each Psalm.
4/19 THE BOOK OF PSALMS

PSALM 5 ____________________________________________________________________

PSALM 6 ____________________________________________________________________

PSALM 7 ____________________________________________________________________

PSALM 10 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 11 ___________________________________________________________________

Why did David write so many Psalms praying for deliverance from his enemies? Describe these 
years of distress in David’s life.



The Daily Bible April Discussion Questions

Have you ever cried out to God during distressful times? Describe your prayers during that time 
and how God was your refuge.

4/20 PSALMS OF THE TROUBLED SOUL (CONT’D)

PSALM 13 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 17 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 23 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 26 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 28 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 31 ___________________________________________________________________

Would it have been easy for David to give up on God during this time in his life? 

How do these Psalms show David’s steadfast faith?

4/21 PSALMS OF THE TROUBLED SOUL (CONT’D)

PSALM 35 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 41 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 43 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 46 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 55 ___________________________________________________________________

How did David’s troubles make his faith stronger?

Why did David have to rely on God? 

What did David know about his own strength compared to God’s strength?
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4/22 PSALM 61  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 62  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 64  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 69  __________________________________________________________________

Why are we more likely learn perseverance of faith during hard times rather during good times?

Have you ever experienced a more intimate relationship with God during distressful times?

4/23 PSALM 70  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 71  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 77  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 83  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 86  __________________________________________________________________

4/24 PSALM 88  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 91  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 95  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 108  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 109  _________________________________________________________________

4/25 PSALM 120  _________________________________________________________________
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PSALM 121  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 140  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 143  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 144  _________________________________________________________________

What do these Psalms teach us about God’s ability to rescue His people from trouble? 

Have you ever struggled to have faith in God’s protection?

4/26 PSALM 1  ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 14  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 15  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 36  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 37  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 39  __________________________________________________________________

How is righteousness defined in these Psalms? How is sin defined?

4/27 PSALM 40  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 49  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 50  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 73  __________________________________________________________________
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Read Psalm 73 together. Is there any benefit to living a righteous life?

4/28 PSALM 76  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 82  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 84  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 90  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 92  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 112  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 115  _________________________________________________________________

4/29 PSALM 8  ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 9  ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 16  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 19  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 21  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 24  __________________________________________________________________

List the many reasons why God deserves our praise from these Psalms.

4/30 Ephesians 5:18-19 reads: 
“…Be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing 
and make music in your hearts to the Lord.”
When you gather, take turns reading a Psalm out loud from today’s reading:
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PSALM 29  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 33  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 65  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 66  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 67  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 68  __________________________________________________________________
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*Continue filling in one-sentence, big-idea statements about what you learned from each Psalm.
**When you get to Proverbs, make notes of what you learned in each subject.

5/1 PSALM 75  __________________________________________________

PSALM 93  __________________________________________________

PSALM 94  __________________________________________________

PSALM 97  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 98  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 99  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 100  _________________________________________________________________

5/2 PSALM 103  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 104  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 113  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 114  __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 117  __________________________________________________________________

5/3 Psalm 119 is an acrostic poem, the stanzas of which begin with successive letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet; moreover, the verses of each stanza begin with the same letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet.

Highlight in your Bible every time you see words that relate to walking on the right path, staying 
on the right path, or turning in the right direction and list them below.

PSALM 119  __________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Listen to May 
Readings here:
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 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

How do Jesus’ words relate to Psalm 119: 

“Lord,” said Thomas, “we do not know where You are going, so how can we know the way?” 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.” John 14:5-6 (See also Hebrews 10:19-20 and Matthew 7:14)

Describe the Psalmist’s passion for the Word of God. Why do you think Jesus is also called the 
Word of God?

5/4 PSALM 122  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 124  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 133  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 134  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 135  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 136  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 138  _________________________________________________________________

5/5 When you gather, read Psalm 139 together. Discuss what intimacy with God means and how  
that apply to our daily life.

PSALM 139  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 145  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 148  _________________________________________________________________

PSALM 150  _________________________________________________________________
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From Psalm 150, describe the importance of corporate worship and the various ways that it is 
accomplished.

5/6 PSALM 4 ____________________________________________________________________

PSALM 12 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 20 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 25 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 32 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 38 ___________________________________________________________________

5/7 PSALM 42 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 53 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 58 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 81 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 101 __________________________________________________________________

5/8 “…Be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing 
and make music in your hearts to the Lord.”
When you gather, take turns reading a Psalm, out loud, from today’s reading:

PSALM 111 __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 130 __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 131 __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 141 __________________________________________________________________

PSALM 146 __________________________________________________________________
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5/9 List the prophecies that have been fulfilled in these Psalms (refer to Hebrews 5:5; Matthew 
27:43-46; Mark 15:24)

PSALM 2 ____________________________________________________________________

PSALM 22 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 27 ___________________________________________________________________

5/10 PSALM 45 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 47 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 48 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 87 ___________________________________________________________________

PSALM 110 __________________________________________________________________

5/11 SOLOMON BECOMES KING

5/12 SOLOMON SECURES HIS KINGSHIP

SOLOMON BLESSED WITH WISDOM

Solomon asks for wisdom and God immediately grants his request. What does this teach us 
about God’s desires for us and His faithfulness?

5/13 BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE
How is the temple similar to the Tabernacle?
Even though Solomon states that “even the highest heavens” cannot contain God, why do you 
think he still builds the temple?

Why is the location of the Temple (Mount Moriah) significant? (2 Samuel 24:15-16; Genesis 
22:2)

The crucifixion of Jesus occurred in the same mountain region on Golgotha (Calvary), which is 
next to Mount Moriah just outside of Jerusalem. Why is this significant? (Read Leviticus 1:1-5; 
Hebrews 13:11-12)
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5/14 DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE
What does the “Ark” represent?

King Solomon kneels down in the presence of God. Why is this a significant act for a king?

What do we learn about sin and repentance in I Kings 8:46-51?

What happened when the glorious presence of God filled the temple? (I Kings 8:11) 

How does this correlate to the presence of the Holy Spirit in us?

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own.” I Corinthians 6:19

5/15 CONSTRUCTION OF CITIES AND ROYAL PALACE
What was the purpose of the “Throne Hall” in Solomon’s palace?

We often read these verses and apply them to our nation, but why is the phrase “my people” 
significant to our understanding of this passage?

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

EXTENT OF SOLOMON’S GLORY
Describe the state of Israel during Solomon’s reign.

PSALM 72 ___________________________________________________________________

How does Solomon describe his treatment of the needy and the oppressed?

5/16 INSTRUCTIONS TO WISDOM 
What are some truths about “Wisdom”?

5/17 What do we learn in the Book of Proverbs concerning these topics:

FEAR OF THE LORD __________________________________________________________

TRUST IN GOD OR SELF ______________________________________________________
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DIVINE PROVIDENCE _________________________________________________________

WISDOM AND FOLLY __________________________________________________________

DEALING WITH FOOLS ________________________________________________________

DISCERNMENT & UNDERSTANDING _____________________________________________

KNOWLEDGE ________________________________________________________________

5/18 ADVICE & REBUKE ___________________________________________________________

VALUE OF ADVISORS _________________________________________________________

DISCIPLINE __________________________________________________________________

LAWKEEPING ________________________________________________________________

REPENTANCE _______________________________________________________________

GOOD AND EVIL _____________________________________________________________

5/19 SINCERE MOTIVATION ________________________________________________________

CONCERN FOR OTHERS ______________________________________________________

CONCERN FOR SELF _________________________________________________________

5/20 SELF-CONTROL; RASHNESS; __________________________________________________

TEMPER & PATIENCE _________________________________________________________

DRUNKENNESS & GLUTTONY __________________________________________________

ADULTERY; PROSTITUTION ____________________________________________________

5/21 WISE & FOOLISH TALK; _______________________________________________________

RIGHTEOUS & WICKED TALK ___________________________________________________
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APPROPRIATE SPEECH _______________________________________________________

MAINTAINING SILENCE; _______________________________________________________

CONTROLLED SPEECH _______________________________________________________

FLATTERY ___________________________________________________________________

SLANDER AND GOSSIP; _______________________________________________________

HURTFUL TALK ______________________________________________________________

QUARRELING _______________________________________________________________

LYING ______________________________________________________________________

POWER OF TONGUE __________________________________________________________

5/22 SOLICITATION TO EVIL ________________________________________________________

VIOLENCE __________________________________________________________________

MURDERERS; CAUSING OTHERS HARM; ________________________________________

REVENGE ___________________________________________________________________

DISSENSION AND STRIFE; _____________________________________________________

MEDDLING __________________________________________________________________

TRUTHFULNESS _____________________________________________________________

ACCURATE WEIGHTS; BOUNDARY STONES ______________________________________

WRONGFULLY OBTAINED GAINS; _______________________________________________

BRIBERY ____________________________________________________________________

FALSE WITNESSES ___________________________________________________________
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OPEN-MINDEDNESS __________________________________________________________

JUDICIAL JUSTICE ____________________________________________________________

5/23 WEALTH & POVERTY; _________________________________________________________

BENEVOLENCE & GENEROSITY ________________________________________________

OPPRESSION OF THE POOR ___________________________________________________

INDUSTRIOUSNESS; __________________________________________________________

CONSERVATION _____________________________________________________________

SURETY FOR ANOTHER _______________________________________________________

5/24 PARENTS AND CHILDREN; _____________________________________________________

THE ELDERLY _______________________________________________________________

WOMEN & WIVES ____________________________________________________________

KINGS & RULERS; ____________________________________________________________

MESSENGERS _______________________________________________________________

COMPANIONS _______________________________________________________________

CAUTION; REPUTATION; COURAGE; HOPE _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5/25 JOY AND GRIEF; _____________________________________________________________

GOOD NEWS ________________________________________________________________

CURIOSITY __________________________________________________________________

THE SAYINGS OF AGUR _______________________________________________________
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SAYINGS OF KING LEMUEL - THE WIFE OF NOBEL CHARACTER _____________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5/26 SONGS OF SOLOMON

PSALM 127 __________________________________________________________________

THE SONG OF SONGS

What type of relationship does the Song of Songs represent?

What can we learn about love between a man and a woman from the Song of Songs? 

Do you think that this story symbolizes something else? (See Ezekiel 16:8-14; Jeremiah 31:32;  
Isaiah 54:5; Revelation 19:7-9)

5/27 SOLOMON’S GLORY FADES
How did Solomon’s relationship with women affect his spiritual relationship with God?

Why did God choose to tear the kingdom from Solomon’s descendants rather than Solomon?

5/28 THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES
According to Solomon, what is the “ultimate question”?

Why do you think Solomon is so concerned with finding meaning?

What are Solomon’s thoughts about death?

5/29 THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES (CONT’D)
Why does much wisdom bring sorrow?

Why didn’t engaging in all sorts of pleasure and amassing riches bring joy to Solomon?

What does Solomon mean when he says, “Let your words be few”?
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5/30 THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES (CONT’D)

THE VALUE OF WISDOM _______________________________________________________

5/31 THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES (CONT’D)
Describe the Hebrew version of “Ying and Yang” when Solomon speaks of how there is a “time 
for everything.”

Why does Solomon encourage his reader to find pleasure in life while he can?

What is Solomon’s conclusion after considering everything? What is the answer to the “ultimate 
question”?

END OF SOLOMON’S REIGN
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6/1 DIVISION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND JUDAH
What do we potentially learn about getting advice from elders in the story about 
Rehoboam, Solomon’s son?

Do you agree or disagree with Israel’s reason for rebelling against Rehoboam?

How did Jeroboam use false religion to divide the people? 

How did this affect the Levites?

In 1 Kings 13:1-3 (about 930 B.C.), it is predicted that a king named Josiah will come to 
power and will “sacrifice the priests of the high places”. Read 2 Chronicles 34:3-7 (627 
B.C.)

What do we learn about exact obedience to God from the story about the prophet and 
the old prophet?

6/2 DIVISION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND JUDAH (CONT’D)
I Kings also predicted that Israel (all the tribes except Judah, Benjamin, and Levi) would 
be scattered across the world and that God would give them up. What do you know 
about the “lost tribes of Israel”?

Read Revelation 7:4-8. Why is this passage significant concerning the lost tribes of 
Israel?

How does man’s “humility” impact God’s judgement?

6/3 TWO KINGDOMS IN CONTRAST
How would you describe Asa’s character?

Compare the stability of rulership in Judah to that of Israel.

The prophet Azariah says to King Asa, “The Lord is with you when you are with him.” Do 
you believe this is still true for us? How do you see this truth today?

Why was it wrong for Asa to make a treaty with Syria?

Describe the character of the Israelite kings?

King Omri sets up Samaria as the capital of Israel. Eventually, the Assyrians will capture 
Samaria, deport many Israelites and re-populate with many Babylonians. This mixture of 

Listen to June 
Readings here —>
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people will become known as the “Samaritans” during Jesus’ time. Read John 4:1-26 & 
Luke 10:25-37.

There is a mention of Jericho being rebuilt by Hiel of Bethel with a reference to 
Joshua son of Nun. Read Joshua 6:26.

6/4 ELIJAH THE PROPHET
Why was Elijah sent to prophesy against Israel?

Describe Obadiah’s character and his interactions with Elijah.

How was God’s power demonstrated through Elijah to the prophets of Baal?

When Elijah calls Elisha to follow him, what is the significance of placing his cloak (or 
mantle) on Elisha? This garment was called an addereth, a cloak usually made of animal 
hair (Zechariah 13:4). It was a garment of distinction worn by kings and especially by 
prophets. The word addereth can also be defined as “glory”.  How does this information 
help us interpret I Corinthians 11:2-16, which uses the Greek translation of addereth in 
verse 15?

6/5 AHAB AND JEZEBEL
Describe Jezebel’s character and her relationship with her husband, King Ahab. In 
contrast, how would a wife of righteousness respond to Ahab’s behavior?

What was Ahab’s motivation? Jezebel’s?

Describe Micaiah’s prophecy from the LORD and how he was treated by the kings and 
Zedekiah for delivering God’s message. 

6/6 AHAB AND JEZEBEL (CONT’D)
What was Ahab’s final fate?

Why was Jehoshaphat rebuked by the prophet, Jehu? What is the role of a prophet?

Describe Jehoshaphat’s justice reforms and how they reflect the character of God.

Describe Ahaziah’s character and his interaction with Elijah.

6/7 ELISHA THE PROPHET
What happened to Elijah?
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How does this verse relate?

5 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord 
comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the 
children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” 
Micah 4:5-6

How are the miracles of Elisha similar to the miracles of Jesus?

6/8 MIRACLES AND MASSACRES
Describe Jehoram’s character. What did he do to his family?

What did the king of Moab do to his family when he saw that he was defeated?

What promise did God make to Judah despite the evil character of her kings?

6/9 OBADIAH’S PROPHECY AGAINST EDOM
What does Obadiah’s prophecy teach us about God’s judgement against nations that 
God uses to punish His own people?

6/10 MIRACLES AND MASSACRES (CONT’D)
Do you think it is still true that “Those who are with us are more than those who are with 
them?”

Why do you think Elisha refused to take a profit from Naaman? 

How did the siege of Israel by Aram fulfill prophecies in the Mosaic Law?

6/11 MIRACLES AND MASSACRES (CONT’D)
Why wasn’t King Jehoram honored by the people Judah in his death?

Describe Athaliah’s ancestry.

Do you think Jehu was acting with God’s approval when he took over the kingdom of 
Israel and killed King Ahaziah of Judah (son of Athaliah)?

6/12 THE ERA OF JOASH IN JUDAH
In Judah, why do you think Athaliah tried to kill off her own grandchildren?

At the end of yesterday’s reading, King Jehu of Israel exclaims: “Come with me and see 
my zeal for the LORD!”  How does Jehu’s character remain the same in today’s reading? 
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How does Jehu fall short in his zeal for the LORD?

How does the priest, Jehoiada, influence the rulership in Judah?

6/13 THE PROPHECY OF JOEL
Describe the devastation done by the locusts. What does Joel say is the remedy?

Joel’s prophecy declares that the locusts will make it so that “the sun and moon are 
darkened and the stars no longer shine.”  Notice the similarities in Matthew 24:29-31

Joel’s prophecy also offers hope: “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young 
men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days.” (Joel 2:28-29)

Read about this fulfillment of prophecy in Acts 2:14-21

6/14 THE ERA OF JOASH IN JUDAH (CONT’D)
After Jehu, King of Israel dies, Jehoahaz his son succeeds him. Describe his character.

Why do you think King Joash of Judah fell away from God after the death of Jehoiada 
the priest? How did this lead to his downfall?

How does God respond to the repentance of King Jehoahaz of Israel?

Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz, becomes King of Israel. Describe his character.

6/15 THE ERA OF JEROBOAM II IN ISRAEL - 782 B.C.
Amaziah succeeds Joash as king of Judah. Describe Amaziah’s character. How does his 
character change?

Jeroboam, son of Jehoash, becomes king of Israel. Describe his character.

6/16 THE PREACHING OF JONAH AGAINST NINEVAH
(780-775 B.C.)

(If you have time, re-read the story of Jonah together)

Why do you think Jonah ran away from God’s calling? Have you ever run away from 
God’s calling?
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What do we learn about God’s love for other nations and for all people?

When Jonah was in distress inside of the great fish, who did he turn to? What do we 
learn about our disobedience with regards to prayer and and asking God for help?

God gives Jonah a second chance to be obedient. Has God ever given you a second 
chance?

Can you relate to Jonah’s desire to see revenge despite God’s choosing to express 
mercy? Why or why not?

How does this story exemplify the character of God? (Exodus 34:6-7)

6/17 THE PROPHECIES OF HOSEA
What did obedience look like to Hosea? 

What does this teach us about the uniqueness and personal nature of obedience to 
God?

What is the significance of the names Jezreel, Lo-Ruhamah, and Lo-Ammi?

How does Hosea’s marriage represent God’s relationship with Israel?

Despite God’s great anger toward Israel, what promise does He make in Hosea 
1:10-2:1? What does this tell us about God’s character?

In Hosea 2:16 God promises Israel that they will no longer call Him “baali” (or master/
lord) but rather “ishi” (or husband). Both of these words in Hebrew tradition refer to the 
husband. “Baali” refers to a master/slave type marriage, whereas “ishi” refers to a mutual 
love type of marriage. What is the significance of this promise made by God?

6/18 THE PROPHECIES OF HOSEA (CONT’D)
How do you think the Israelites are destroyed from a “lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). 

Hosea prophecies that “the spirit of prostitution” is in the heart of the Israelites. What 
does this mean? How does this relate to their idol worship?

6/19 THE PROPHECIES OF HOSEA (CONT’D)
God says that the more He “called Israel”, the further they went away (Hosea 11:1-4) 
and that He led them with “cords of human kindness with ties of love”, yet they still chose 
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to follow Baal. How does a relationship with God compare to a supposed relationship 
with Baal? Why would they choose Baal over God?

For all of the love that God has shown to Israel, what does God expect in return? 

When Israel was “fed” and “satisfied” by God, they became proud. Why? (Hosea 13:6)

UZZIAH IS MADE KING IN ISRAEL - 767 B.C.
Describe Uzziah’s character.

6/20 THE PROPHECIES OF AMOS
For what sins does Amos chastise Judah? (Amos 2:4-5)

For what sins does Amos chastise Israel? (Amos 2:6-8; 11-12)

What sins are the women guilty of? (Amos 4:1)

What does God want to accomplish through these punishments?

6/21 THE PROPHECIES OF AMOS (CONT’D)
When God tells Israel, “Seek me and live”, what does this mean?

Both Hosea and Amos speak out against injustice, particularly towards the weak (i.e. the 
poor, oppressed, father-less, and widows). What does this tell us about God’s character 
and His expectations for His people?

Which does God prefer: Sacrifice and worship or pursuing justice and righteousness? 
(Amos 5:21-26; 8:4-6)

After Israel is exiled, what promise of hope does Amos offer?

Note the common theme in these verses: Amos 2:11-12; Amos 7:12-13

6/22 ZECHARIAH IS MADE KING IN ISRAEL - 753 B.C.

SHALLUM IS MADE KING IN ISRAEL

MENAHEM IS MADE KING IN ISRAEL - 752 B.C.

END OF UZZIAH AND JOTHAM IN JUDAH
What brings about the downfall of Uzziah?
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6/23 THE PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH
Why does God “hate” Judah’s sacrifices and festivals? (Isaiah 1:15-17)

What are the sins of the elders of Judah? The women of Judah?

Why are the women of Judah complacent? How does complacency lead to pride?

6/24 THE PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH (CONT’D)
Isaiah prophecies against the people because they worship idols of gold and idols of 
silver. In what ways do we worship idols like this?

How does this relate to the next verse which says: “Stop trusting in man, who has but a 
breath in his nostrils. Of what account is he?” (Isaiah 2:22)

Isaiah speaks of a future when the “Branch” will be beautiful and glorious and the Lord 
will cleanse (meaning to rinse) “by a spirit of judgment and a spirit of fire.”  How does this 
relate to John 16:7-8; Matthew 3:11; and 1 Peter 3:21?

ISAIAH’S MISSION TOLD IN VISION
Describe Isaiah’s reaction when he sees God.

Do you think God is still asking “Whom shall I send?”

6/25 THE PROPHECIES OF MICAH
How does Micah describe the false prophets? Micah 2:6-11

What do we learn about true prophets of God?

6/26 THE PROPHECIES OF MICAH (CONT’D)
How does Micah describe his purpose in 3:8?

Why do you think it is inappropriate for prophets to prophesy for money?

What effect will the law of God have on the nations of the world? (Chapter 4)

In what ways does Micah 5:1-5 describe Jesus?

6/27 THE PROPHECIES OF MICAH (CONT’D)
What do we learn about God’s character with regards to judgement and mercy?
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6/28 EARLY BEGINNINGS OF CAPTIVITY

WAR BETWEEN SYRIA, ISRAEL, AND JUDAH (732 B.C.)

Hoshea assassinates Pekah, king of Israel and becomes king. Describe Hoshea’s 
character.

6/29 ISAIAH PROPHESIES ABOUT A SAVIOR
Isaiah mentions the birth of two sons and describes them as “signs”. Who is 
“Immanuel”? Who is “Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz”?

Why is God called a “sanctuary” for some, but to Israel, God is called “a stone that 
causes men to stumble”? Compare this to I Peter 2:7-9 and Romans 9:30-33.

In chapter 9, Isaiah continues to describe the son who is to be called “Immanuel”. Which 
child best fits this description and why?

6/30 ISAIAH PROPHESIES ABOUT A SAVIOR (CONT’D)
Why does Isaiah prophesy against Assyria?

Isaiah prophecies again about “The Branch”. Where will the branch come from and what 
will be his characteristics?

How will the world be changed when the Branch comes to power?

When will the remaining exiles be gathered? Who is the “Banner”?

Read Isaiah 11:12 and Mark 13:27. How are these two verses related?

JUDAH DEFEATED BY ALLIES

Why and how did Israel defeat Judah?
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7/1 ISAIAH PROPHESIES AGAINST NATIONS 
	 God uses foreign nations to bring judgment on Israel and Judah. Then God pronounces 	 	
	 judgement against these nations for their acts. Is this fair? Why or why not?


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST ASSYRIA


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST MOAB

	 In Isaiah 16:1-5, Isaiah requires that Moab start bringing tribute to Judah once again (rather 	 	
	 than to Israel. See 2 Samuel 8:2 and 2 Kings 3:4). According to Isaiah 16:5, why is it better for 	 	
	 Moab to be subject to Judah?


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST DAMASCUS (SYRIA)


7/2 ISAIAH PROPHESIES AGAINST NATIONS (CONT’D) 
	 God judges over all the nations, not just the people of Israel and Judah. How does this set God 
	 apart from the other “gods” of the nations?



	 JUDGMENT AGAINST EDOM


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST ARABIA


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST ARABIA


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST TYRE


	 IN JUDAH, KING AHAZ ASKS FOR HELP FROM KING OF ASSYRIA

	 Uriah the priest “did just as King Ahaz had ordered”. What do we learn about authority of man 	 	
	 compared to the authority of God through Uriah’s actions?


	 HEZEKIAH BECOMES KING OF JUDAH

	 Describe Hezekiah’s character.


7/3 ISAIAH PROPHESIES AGAINST NATIONS (CONT’D) 
	 JUDGMENT AGAINST THE PHILISTINES


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST BABYLON

	 Isaiah 14:1-2 states that Jacob and Israel will resettle in the land and that they will rule 	 	 	
	 over the nations. In what ways has this come to pass and in what ways hasn’t it?


	 How is Babylon’s fall similar to the fall of Satan? (Read Luke 10:17-20)


Listen to July 
Readings here —>
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7/4 THE REFORMS OF HEZEKIAH 
	 

	 According to Hezekiah, why has God been angry with Judah?


	 What message did the couriers bring as they traveled from town to town? How did the people 	 	
	 treat the couriers?


	 Which festival was re-instituted by Hezekiah? Why is this festival important?


	 According to 2 Chronicles 31:20-21, why did Hezekiah prosper? Why or why don’t you think 	 	
	 this applies to a believer today?


7/5 ISAIAH TELLS OF LAST DAYS 
	 According to Isaiah 26:3, who will be kept in perfect peace? What does this mean for us?


	 How should we commit our desires to God according to Isaiah 26:8-9?


	 Isaiah says that God will someday bring vengeance and divine retribution against the wicked 	 	
	 and those who oppress the weak. During this time, God instructs his people to hide safely in 	 	
	 their rooms until His wrath passes by. Do you think this has happened yet or is still yet to 	 	
	 occur? (Isaiah 26:20)


7/6 ISAIAH WARNS AGAINST RELAPSE 

	 “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts 	 	
	 are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been taught.” 	 	
	 Isaiah 29:13 
	  
	 How do Christians also fall into this trap of false worship?


7/7 ISAIAH WARNS AGAINST RELAPSE (CONT’D) 
	 Why does Isaiah say “For you this whole vision is nothing but words sealed in a scroll” and that 		
	 those with the ability to read will not be able to read it?


7/8 THE FALL OF ISRAEL 
	 Why isn’t it a surprise that Israel was conquered and that the people were deported to 	 	 	
	 Assyria? What does this tell us about the truth of God’s Word?


	 Describe the foolishness of trusting in idols instead of God. In what ways do we fail to trust in 	 	
	 God?


	 What happened to the Assyrian people who settled in Samaria? What did they do in response 	 	
	 to the situation?
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7/9 JUDAH AFTER ISRAEL’S FALL 
	 Isaiah describes a future Egypt that is subjected to Judah. Has this happened yet? How does 	 	
	 Isaiah describe Egypt’s relationship with God during this future time?


	 In the future, what will be Assyria’s relationship with God? What does this tell us about God’s 	 	
	 love and purpose for all nations?


	 The people reject the prophets because they no long want to hear “visions of what is right” but 		
	 would rather hear “pleasant things”. How does that describe us at times?


	 ISAIAH WARNS ABOUT EGYPT AND ETHIOPIA


7/10 LAST YEARS OF HEZEKIAH’S REIGN 
	 Why do you think God extended Hezekiah’s life by 15 years?


	 How did pride effect Hezekiah’s walk with God? Why does pride have that effect?


	 Sennacherib tries to destroy the people’s confidence in God. How did the people respond? 	 	
	 How did Hezekiah respond? How did God respond?


7/11 SPIRITUAL DECLINE UNDER MANASSEH 
	 Describe Manasseh’s character. What kind of evil did he practice?


	 How does God describe the people of Judah compared to the people that were previously 	 	
	 driven out of the land?


7/12 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH 
	 What does the voice calling in the wilderness announce? Who is the voice calling in the  	 	
	 wilderness? (Read John 1:22-23)


	 Isaiah declares that the Lord “will not grow tired or weary”. How does this truth help us 		 	
	 increase our confidence in Him?


	 Read Isaiah 41:9-10. What do we learn about God and how He provides for His servants? 	 	
	 What can we believe when He asks us to do something that seems scary?


7/13 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 In Isaiah 41:17-20, God describes what He is going to do for Israel and then says that He is 	 	
	 going to do this “so that people may see and know, may consider and understand, that the 	 	
	 hand of the LORD has done this.” What does this mean?


	 How does God’s “Chosen One” compare to the worthless idols?
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7/14 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 God says, “I, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is no savior.” What does this tell us 
	 about Jesus? (Hosea 13:4, Read Luke 2:11, Acts 4:11-12; Acts 13:22-23; )


	 How is the faith in God that Isaiah describes the same as our faith in Jesus?


	 How does God expect us to live out our faith in Him?


	 God says “I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. Who then is like me?” 
	 In what ways did Israel and Judah not recognize this truth? In what ways do we forget this as 	 	
	 well?


7/15 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 What prophecy does Isaiah give about Egypt? Has this happened yet?


	 Isaiah says that Israel will be “saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvation.” What do you 	 	
	 think this means?


	 God repeats several times that there is no other God but Him and no one or nothing else can 	 	
	 compare to Him. In what ways did the people of that time demonstrate lack of faith in that 	 	
	 truth? 


	 What are the consequences when we don’t recognize God’s sovereignty?


	 Describe the prophecy against Babylon. Has this happened yet?


7/16 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 God says to Israel, “If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have 	 	
	 been like a river.” Do you think this applies to us as well? Which commands should we pay 	 	
	 attention to?


	 God says that Isaiah is His chosen servant to restore Israel to himself. God also says that	 	
	 Isaiah will be a “light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of 	the earth.” 	 	
	 How do you think Isaiah has helped to bring the message of salvation to everyone?


	 Even though Israel now feels forgotten by God because of all of her transgressions, God 	 	
	 reassures that He will never forget those He has redeemed. They are “engraved” on the palms 	 	
	 of His hand. What does this tell us about our relationship with God?


7/17 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 Why does God say that it is wrong to fear human beings?


	 Describe what happens when people and nations drink “from the the hand of the LORD, the 	 	
	 cup of his wrath”? (Isaiah 51:17-23) 
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	 How does this help us understand Matthew 26:39?


	 Read Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12. Describe how the prophecies in this passage were fulfilled by Jesus.


7/18 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 God says that He is Israel’s “husband” (Isaiah 54:4-8). The new testament teaches us that the 	 	
	 church is the bride of Christ. When we understand that Jesus is God, the only Savior, what 	 	
	 does this teach us about the church’s relationship with Israel?


	 God says that He will gather Israel someday and “still others”. Describe God’s attitude toward 	 	
	 foreigners (non-Israelites) who choose to follow Him? (Isaiah 56:3-8)


	 God declares that His “house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” Now read 		 	
	 Matthew 21:12-13.


7/19 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 Describe the difference between those who fear the Lord and take refuge in Him and those 	 	
	 who choose to fear false gods and trust in them.


	 God says that even though He lives “in a high and holy place”, He is “also with the one who is 	 	
	 contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the 	 	 	
	 contrite.” What does this tell us about the kind of attitude we should have in our lives? 


	 Why does God desire to fellowship with people like this? 


	 God says that he has not listened to Israel because their “fasting ends in quarreling and 	strife, 	 	
	 and in striking each other with wicked fists.” What does this tell us about how we treat one 	 	
	 another and how those relationships effect our relationship with God?


	 In contrast, what kind of “fast” does God desire? (Read Isaiah 58:6-12)


	 How does sin effect our relationship with God? (Isaiah 59:1)


7/20 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 According to Isaiah 60:1-14, what does the future look like for Israel?


	 Isaiah 62:1-5 describes a future wedding celebration. Compare this to Revelation 19:6-9.


	 Why are God’s clothes “crimson”?


	 Isaiah says that we are the clay and God is the potter. What does this mean?
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7/21 ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES ABOUT RESTORATION AND THE MESSIAH (CONT’D) 
	 Who sought who first? Did Israel seek God first or did God seek Israel first? What does this tell 		
	 you about how God pursues you?


	 Describe God’s future “new creation” in Isaiah 65:17-25


	 SPIRITUAL RENEWAL UNDER MANASSEH (681 B.C.)


7/22 NAHUM’S PROPHECY AGAINST NINEVEH (650 B.C) 
	 How does Nahum describe the wrath of God?


	 In contrast, how does God treat those who take refuge in Him? (Nahum 1:7)


7/23 FROM MANASSEH TO JOSIAH 
	 The fact that the historical books of the Bible plainly describe the failings of Israel, Judah, and 	 	
	 their leaders, says what about their authenticity? 


	 Which character trait of Israel’s and Judah’s leaders finds favor with God? (Read 2 Chronicles 	 	
	 33:12-13; 21-23 and 2 Chronicles 34:26-27) 	 	 


	 How does this character trait differ from the what is praised in world leaders today?


	 Why doesn’t God turn his anger away from Judah despite the actions of Josiah?


	 What is the purpose of the historical books in the Bible? To whom do they seek to bring glory? 		
	 How does this differ from other historical books?


7/24 ZEPHANIAH PROPHESIES ABOUT THE DAY OF THE LORD 
	 What sins of the people are bringing about the Day of the Lord? (Read Zephaniah 1:4-6)


	 Describe the “Day of the Lord”.  How extensive will it be? (Zephaniah 3:8)


	 Which people might be spared? (Read Zephaniah. 2:3)


	 Describe the character and disposition of the remnant. (Zephaniah 3:11-13)


	 Describe Josiah’s reforms. Do you think he was influenced by Zephaniah?


7/25 JEREMIAH THE WEEPING PROPHET 
	 God calls Jeremiah, as a child, to be His prophet. How did Jeremiah respond?
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	 God tells Jeremiah: “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over 	 	
	 nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to 	 	
	 plant.” 


	 How do you think the “words” in Jeremiah’s mouth will accomplish this? 		 

	 

	 What does this tell us about the power of God’s Words?


	 What promises and warnings does God give to Jeremiah? How can we apply them to our 	 	
	 lives? (Read Jeremiah 1:17-19) 

	 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION

	 How has Israel been like an unfaithful and unthankful bride?


	 What is the significance of God saying, “You have turned your backs to me and not your 	 	
	 faces?” Consider what sheep do when they hear their shepherd’s voice. (Read Jeremiah 	 	
	 50:5-6)


7/26 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION (CONT’D) 
	 Contrast the relationship of Israel with Judah during this time with what it will be in the future.


	 What will the leaders be like in the future Jerusalem?


	 Why do you think there will be no Ark of the Covenant in the future Jerusalem? What was the 	 	
	 purpose of the Ark? What was in the Ark?


	 Read Jeremiah 4:11-12. What are two types of God’s discipline? Which one will Judah 	 	 	
	 experience?


7/27 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION (CONT’D) 
	 Why should Israel have shown gratitude to God? 


	 What kind of injustice does God condemn? (Jeremiah 5:26-29)


	 “The prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by their own authority, and my people love it this 	 	
	 way.” 

	 “Prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. They dress the wound of my people as though it 
	 were not serious.”


	 What do these verses tell us about the gullibility of God’s people and those who would 	 	 	
	 manipulate them?
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7/28 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION (CONT’D) 
	 Read Jeremiah 7:1-11. What sins are bringing judgment on Israel?


	 How is this similar to what Jesus said? (Matthew 21:12-14) Also, how did Jesus treat the 	 	
	 weak?


	 In 7:16-20, Jeremiah says that the people’s idol worship is harmful, not to God, but to 	 	 	
	 themselves. How? (Read Jeremiah 7:30-31)


	 What is Jeremiah’s attitude when he sees the punishment of God inflicted on his people?


7/29 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION (CONT’D) 
	 Why does God tell Israel that the practices of the nations around them are worthless? 	 	 	
	 (Jeremiah 10:1-5)


	 How do the idols of the nations compare to the true God of Israel? (Jeremiah 10:6-10)


	 Jeremiah says to God, “discipline me.” Why would a prophet of God say that?


	 What is the difference between God’s discipline and God’s wrath?


	 How did the people plot against Jeremiah?


	 Why does Jeremiah bring a case against God’s justice? How does God answer?


7/30 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION (CONT’D) 
	 What is the meaning of Jeremiah’s linen belt?


	 Jeremiah often refers to the “barren heights”. What do you think this means?


	 What lies are the prophets prophesying in God’s name?


	 Why didn’t God did withhold punishment from Judah despite the reforms of King Josiah?


7/31 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION (CONT’D) 
	 Why did Jeremiah consider his calling a burden?


	 Describe the difference between a person who trusts in man and a person who trust in God. 	 	
	 (Jeremiah 17:5-8)
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8/1 JEREMIAH REBUKES AN UNFAITHFUL NATION (CONT’D) 
	 How were the people of Judah disregarding the Sabbath? Why is the Sabbath important?


	 Why are the gates of Jerusalem significant to the Sabbath?



	 Why do you think the priests and the rulers didn’t believe Jeremiah?


	 What is the meaning of the lesson of the potter?


	 Why does Jeremiah wish that he had never been born?


8/2 EFFECT OF JEREMIAH’S PREACHING 
	 What was Josiah’s reaction when he first read the Book of the Law of the Lord?


	 What message from the Lord did the prophetess Huldah give to Josiah?


	 Why did Josiah desecrate Topheth? What did Jeremiah prophesy about Topheth? (Jer. 19:1-9)


	 Why is it significant that Josiah reintroduced the feast of Passover?


8/3 ASSYRIA FALLS AND BABYLONIA EMERGES 
	 Why do you think Josiah’s sons were corrupt despite Josiah’s heart for God?


	 JEREMIAH FACES CHARGES


	 What charges do the people bring against Jeremiah and what do they want to do to him?  How 
	 do some of the people defend Jeremiah?


	 What was the fate of the prophet Uriah?


8/4 JEREMIAH’S JUDGMENT AGAINST EGYPT 
	 Describe Jeremiah’s judgment against Egypt. 


	 What does Egypt’s future hope look like? (Read Isaiah 19:22-25)


8/5 HABAKKUK’S QUESTIONING PROPHECY 
	 Habakkuk is distressed that justice has been “perverted”. How does he reflect God’s heart? 


	 Have you seen a lack of justice in your life or the righteous “hemmed in”?


Listen to August 
Readings here —>
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	 God appoints Babylon to execute judgement on Judah, but Habakkuk also declares that 	 	
	 Babylon will be judged. Why?


	 How did Babylon build “his house by unjust gain”? 


	 Habakkuk says that the one who makes idols “trusts in his own creation”. In what ways 	do we 		
	 trust in our own creations?


8/6 FIRST DEPORTATION FROM JUDAH (605 B.C.) 

	 JEREMIAH TELLS OF LENGTH OF CAPTIVITY


	 Jeremiah says that he has spoken the Word of the Lord for 23 years to the people, but they 	 	
	 haven’t listened. What does this teach us about obedience, persistence and success?


	 What does the cup of God represent? 


	 How do you think Jeremiah made the nations drink from it?


	 Who were the Rekabites? 


	 What lesson does God want Judah to learn from the Rekabites?


8/7 JEHOIAKIM BURNS JEREMIAH’S SCROLL 
	 God tells Jeremiah to write down all the words He has spoken concerning Israel and then says:


	 “Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about every disaster I plan to inflict on them, they will 		
	 each turn from their wicked ways.” 

	 What does this tell us about God’s nature? About the importance of hearing God’s Word?


	 Who was Baruch and what role did he play?


	 How did the king respond when he read the Words of God spoken through Jeremiah?


	 Why is it important that the prophecy of Jeremiah was written a second time? 


	 What does this teach us about rejection when declaring the Word of God?


8/8 DANIEL THE FAITHFUL CAPTIVE 
	 When Daniel and his friends were taken, they were forced to learn “the language and 	 	 	
	 literature of the Babylonians”. Why do you think this would have been difficult for them?
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	 Why did Daniel refuse to eat the royal food? What happened when they refused to eat it?


	 NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM (601 B.C.)


	 When Daniel heard that his life was in danger, what is Daniel’s immediate response?


	 When Nebuchadnezzar asks Daniel if he is “able” to tell him the dream and interpret it, how 	 	
	 does Daniel respond?


	 Daniel rebukes the idea that his own wisdom is the cause of his success, but rather it is 		 	
	 because of God’s power and revelation. How can we apply this truth to our lives? 


	 How does this change our approach when we face difficulty in life?


	 Describe the meaning of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 


	 What does the rock represent that becomes a “huge mountain”?


8/9 JEHOIAKIM’S LAST YEARS 
	 Why does God say that His “heart laments for Moab”? 


	 What does this tell us about God's love for the whole world?


	 What future hope does God declare for Moab? 


	 How is the judgement against the Ammonites similar? (Jeremiah 48:49 & 49:6)


	 How are the judgements against Edom and Hazor similar? (Jeremiah 49:17-18 & 49:33)


	 Describe the judgement against King Jehoiakim, son of Josiah.


8/10 THE GREAT DEPORTATION 
	 Why do you think King Jehoiachin, son of Jehoiakim, is punished along with his mother?


	 REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH


	 Describe the character of Zedekiah, son of Josiah.


8/11 JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES UNDER ZEDEKIAH 
	 How are the exiles like the good figs according to God? What will God do for them?
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	 Why do you think that exile will help the Israelites return to God?


	 Who do the bad figs represent? What does teach us about evil people leading God’s people?


	 What message does Jeremiah send to the exiles? To Zedekiah?


	 What lies did the prophet Hananiah prophesy?


8/12 JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES UNDER ZEDEKIAH (CONT’D) 
	 How does the Word of God effect Jeremiah? (Jeremiah 23:9)


	 Jeremiah says that the prophets “use their power unjustly”. What does this mean?


	 The Lord says that if the prophets had stood in His council, then they could have proclaimed 	 	
	 His words. How does this help us recognize a person who is truly speaking the Words of God? 		
	 What will their life look like?


	 The Lord says, “let the one who has my word speak it faithfully”. Who does this apply to?


	 The prophets in Judah said, “this is a message from the Lord”, but they were lying. Do we see 	 	
	 this today?


8/13 JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES UNDER ZEDEKIAH (CONT’D) 
Describe the prophecy against Babylon.


	 How have the shepherds led the people astray? Who are the shepherds?


	 “In those days, at that time,” declares the LORD, “the people of Israel and the people of Judah 		
	 together will go in tears to seek the LORD their God. They will ask the way to Zion and turn their 
	 faces toward it. They will come and bind themselves to the LORD in an everlasting covenant 	 	
	 that will not be forgotten.” 

	 In Daniel’s book of prophecy, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, makes a statue of gold and 	 	
	 commands all the people to bow down and worship it. How does Nebuchadnezzar’s 	 	 	
	 motivation differ from Jeremiah’s motivation to urge the people to worship the LORD?


	 How do some rulers use religion to gain loyal followers for themselves? Why is this not the 	 	
	 case with Jeremiah?


8/14 JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES UNDER ZEDEKIAH (CONT’D) 
	 In September 539 BC, the armies of Persia (to the north), defeat the Babylonians in the Battle 	 	
	 for Opis. Subsequently, Cyrus, the Persian, is made king of Babylon. How does this fulfill 	 	
	 Jeremiah’s prophecies?
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	 Why was Babylon being punished?


8/15 EZEKIEL, PROPHET IN EXILE 
What was Ezekiel’s role according to the commentary?


	 At the time of Ezekiel’s visions, what were the circumstances for the Israelites?


	 What are some of your observations concerning the description of the living creatures, the 	 	
	 wheels, and the appearance of God?


	 What happens when the Spirit enters the wheels? When it enters Ezekiel?


	 What does consuming the scroll of God represent?


	 What has Ezekiel been commissioned to do?


	 Why did Ezekiel symbolically “bear” the sins of Israel and Judah?


	 Why is God punishing Jerusalem?


	 When God says that “The end has come”, “The day is here” and “The day of the LORD’S 	 	
	 wrath,” has come, what does this mean?


	 Read Revelation 1:9-11. What similarities do you notice? 

8/16 EZEKIEL’S DENUNCIATIONS OF JUDAH 
Where does the Spirit take Ezekiel and what does he see?


	 What is the purpose of the mark on the forehead? Compare this to Revelation 7:1-8.


	 What does God promise for Israel’s future? 

8/17 EZEKIEL’S DENUNCIATIONS OF JUDAH (CONT’D) 
Why does God say that the Israelites “have eyes to see but do not see and ears to hear but do 		

	 not hear?” (Also refer to Mark 8:17-19)


	 Read Jeremiah 39:6-8. How were Ezekiel’s prophecies fulfilled?


	 “Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing!” 
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	 Describe the difference between following your own spirit and being filled and led with the 	 	
	 Spirit of God, like Ezekiel was?


	 What was the problem of having a whitewashed wall? How does this compare with Matthew 	 	
	 23:27?


	 How were the Israelites setting up idols in their hearts? Is this something still happens? 

8/18 EZEKIEL’S DENUNCIATIONS OF JUDAH (CONT’D) 
How has Israel behaved like a prostitute and like an unfaithful wife?


	 How did God care for Israel and how did Israel show ingratitude?


	 Read 2 Chronicles 36:9-14. How is the king of Babylon like the eagle in Ezekiel’s prophecy?


	 According to Ezekiel, how did Zedekiah break his oath with the king of Babylon?


	 How is God like the eagle in the second vision of a cedar tree?


	 “The word of the LORD came to me, ‘What do you people mean by quoting the proverb about 	 	
	 the land of Israel: “The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 

	 Why do you think the people wanted to blame their suffering and punishment on their fathers?


	 Why is repentance a requirement to have “life”? 

8/19 EZEKIEL’S DENUNCIATIONS OF JUDAH (CONT’D) 
	 Describe Ezekiel’s “lament” for the princes of Israel.


	 Why doesn’t God allow the Elder’s of Israel to inquire of Him?


	 What is God’s commissioning for Ezekiel? (Ezekiel 20:4-5)


	 According to Ezekiel 20:9, why did God have mercy on Israel and bring them out of Egypt? 	 	
	 What does this tell us about God’s priorities?


	 When speaking of the commandments of God, why does God say that “the person who obeys 		
	 them will live by them”?


	 In Ezekiel 21:6-7, how is Ezekiel to respond to the news of impending judgement against 	 	
	 Israel?
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	 God says, “I am going to cut off the righteous and the wicked, my sword will be unsheathed 	 	
	 against everyone from south to north” and He says that his judgements are against his own 	 	
	 people. What does this tell us about who can be effected by God’s wrath?


	 “Dross” is the scum formed on the surface of molten metal. Why does God call the people of 	 	
	 Israel, “dross”?


	 What is the purpose of someone who “stands in the gap”? Ezekiel 22:30-31


8/20 EZEKIEL’S DENUNCIATIONS OF JUDAH (CONT’D) 
	 Who are Oholah and Oholibah? What are they guilty of doing?


	 How will their “lovers” turn against them?


	 In what despicable way do they worship idols?


	 In what ways do God’s people today symbolically commit “adultery” against God? 	 	 


	 Symbolically, who could become our “lovers”?


	 SIEGE OF JERUSALEM (590-589 B.C.)


8/21 SIEGE ANNOUNCED TO EZEKIEL 
	 What does the fire represent in Ezekiel’s parable? What is the ultimate purpose of God’s wrath? 
	 (Ezekiel 24:13)


	 Why did Ezekiel’s wife die? What does this tell us about the burden of being God’s prophet? 


	 How are the prophets in Scripture different from those who call themselves “prophets” today?


8/22 JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES DURING SIEGE 
	 What do King Zedekiah and the priest Zephaniah request that Jeremiah do about the siege?


	 How does Jeremiah respond?


	 God says that when the Babylonians enter the city, “I myself will fight against you with an 	 	
	 outstretched hand and a mighty arm in furious anger and in great wrath”. What does this tell us 		
	 about God’s sovereignty over all of the nations?


	 Describe the “way of life and the way of death”. What does God want His people to do?


	 According to Jeremiah 22:1-5, what type of behavior would subdue God’s wrath?
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	 What promise does God make to King Zedekiah?


	 Why does Goes tell Jeremiah to buy a deed for some land and then have him put it in a clay 	 	
	 jar?


	 Read Jeremiah 32:36-41. What hope does God give to His people?


8/23 JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES DURING SIEGE (CONT’D) 
	 What does Judah’s future look like after exile?	 


	 What future event does the prophecy, “Rachel weeping for her children”, symbolize? (Read 	 	
	 Matthew 2:16-18)


	 Despite all that Israel and Judah have done against God, how does God still feel about them? 	 	
	 (Jeremiah 31:20)


8/24 JEREMIAH SEES SPIRITUAL RESTORATION UNDER THE MESSIAH 
	 How have the shepherds of Israel treated the sheep of God’s pasture?	 


	 Describe the “righteous branch” of David.

	 

	 In the future, how will the law function differently in the lives of God’s people? Jeremiah 		 	
	 31:31-34


8/25 EZEKIEL’S PROPHECIES DURING SIEGE 
What does the judgment against Ammon teach us about how we should treat God’s people 	 	

	 when they face judgment?


	 What did Egypt do when Israel tried to lean on Egypt? 


	 Why did God bring judgment against Egypt even though the Israelites were commanded not to 
	 lean on Egypt?


	 Eventually Babylon does conquer Egypt. How does this give us confidence in the Word of 	 	
	 God?


	 Once again we see the phrase “the Day of the LORD” when referring to Egypt’s demise. What 	 	
	 have you learned about this phrase? Is it a literal “day” or something else? 

8/26 EZEKIEL’S PROPHECIES DURING SIEGE (cont’d) 
	 Judgement Against Tyre - Describe the sins of Tyre.
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	 What was Tyre famous for?


	 Who will conquer Tyre and is there a future hope for Tyre? 


	 God says this about Tyre: “In the pride of your heart you say, “I am a god; I sit on the throne of 	 	
	 a god in the heart of the seas.” Why did Tyre think this about themselves? 


	 Judgment against Sidon - How did Sidon treat Israel?


8/27 JEREMIAH ESCAPES DEATH 
	 When Zedekiah asks Jeremiah to pray to God for them, what does this tell you about 	 	 	
	 Jeremiah’s reputation?


	 Why was Jeremiah jailed? Afterwards, why did they conspire to kill him?


	 What advice did Jeremiah give to Zedekiah?


8/28 FALL OF JERUSALEM 
	 Did King Zedekiah listen to Jeremiah’s advice? What was the result?


	 Who was left behind by Nebuchadnezzar after he took the captives away?


	 GEDALIAH AND JEREMIAH


8/29 JEREMIAH’S LAMENTATIONS 
	 What do we learn about God’s wrath towards His own people? 


	 Jeremiah states that God has made the Israelites forget the feasts and Sabbaths and the law is 
	 “no more”. What does this tell us about what God truly wants from us?


	  Also, how was obedience to the law a gift to Israel rather than a gift to God?


	 “The visions of your prophets were false and worthless; they did not expose your sin to ward off 
	 your captivity.” 

	 What does this tell us about the role of a prophet? What sins did the people of Israel commit?


8/30 JEREMIAH’S LAMENTATIONS (CONT’D) 
	 Why does Jeremiah say that he’s “seen affliction by the rod of the Lord’s wrath”? 


	 How does Jeremiah initially describe God’s actions towards him? 
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	 How does this contrast with Lamentations 3:22-33?


8/31 A REMNANT FLEES TO EGYPT 
	 What kind of people did the Babylonians leave in the land? Why?	 


	 Why do you think Ishmael conspired to kill the appointed governor of the land, Gedaliah? 


	 Why didn’t Gedaliah heed the warnings about Ishmael?


	 How were the people rescued from Ishmael? 


	 After they were rescued, they started to go to Egypt, but asked Jeremiah for advice from 	 	
	 the Lord first. What did Jeremiah say? How did they respond?


	 What did Jeremiah prophecy about Egypt? 


	 How will this effect the Israelites who have chosen to stay there?


	 While the people are in Egypt, they begin worshipping “The Queen of Heaven”. This refers to 	 	
	 the number of “sky goddesses” being worshipped in the area at that time. What rationale do 	 	
	 the men and women give for continuing to worship false gods?
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9/1 EZEKIEL’S RESTORATION PROPHECIES 
	 Why do you think God silenced Ezekiel until the announcement that Jerusalem had fallen?


	 Describe the exiles listening skills? (Ezekiel 33:30-33)



	 How have the shepherds of Israel been mistreating God’s flock?


	 How will God tend His sheep differently?


	 How does God see the fat sheep and weak sheep?


9/2 EZEKIEL’S RESTORATION PROPHECIES (cont’d) 
What difference does the “breath” make to the dry bones after they come together?


	 What do the dry bones represent?


	 What promise is God making through the vision of the dry bones?


	 The word “breath” in Hebrew is also used to describe the “Spirit” of God and the life given to 	 	
	 all living creatures (Genesis 1:30; 2:7). How does our physical “breath” represent spiritual life? 	 	
	 (Ezekiel 37:14)


	 Has God fulfilled His promises for Israel yet? (Ezekiel 37:21-24) Who are the true Israelites 	 	
	 today? (Romans 2:29; Ephesians 3:6, Galatians 4:25-26)


	 Why will God bring conflict and battle between Gog and Israel? (Ezekiel 39:7-8) 

9/3 EZEKIEL’S RESTORATION PROPHECIES (cont’d) 
	 Even though Babylon will be the nation physically attacking Egypt, who is really causing it to 	 	
	 happen? Why?


	 What other nations will also go down do the pit with Egypt?


	 Why will these nations be destroyed? What did they spread in the land of the living?


	 What is the role of the watchman? Do we have watchmen today? (Chapter 33)


	 How does a watchman know what God considers wicked?


	 Ezekiel is commissioned by God to be a watchman and God calls him “Son of Man”. Who else 		
	 is called “Son of Man”?


Listen to September 
Readings here —>
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	 Does God enjoy seeing people suffer because of sin? (Ezekiel 33:10-11)


	 Describe God’s justice in Ezekiel 34:17-24.


9/4 SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO 
	 Why do you think Nebuchadnezzer wants people to worship his image? 


	 How do governments and rulers use loyalty to maintain power? 


	 Are Christians and other groups people manipulated into worshiping government and/or 	 	
	 leaders today? What entities deliberately target Christian loyalty?


	 How did Nebachadnezzer respond when we saw the salvation of Shadrach, Meshach and 	 	
	 Abednego?


9/5 EZEKIEL’S GREAT TEMPLE VISION 

	 Examine some of the ways that Ezekiel’s temple differs from the 1st and 2nd 
temple:


	 1. No wall of partition to exclude Gentiles (compare Ephesians 2:14). The Gentiles were 		 	
	 previously welcomed in the Outer Courts, but excluded from the inner courts on pain of death. 
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	 2. No “Court of Women” - the area the created a boundary limiting how far a woman could 	 	
	 enter. (compare Galatians 3:28) 


	 3. No Laver (see Exodus 30:18,  Ezekiel 36:24-27, John 13:9-10; 15:3, Ephesians 5:25-26, 	 	
	 Hebrews 10:22, Titus 3:5) 


	 4. No Table of Shewbread (compare John 6:35, Luke 22:19-20) 


	 5. No Lampstand or Menorah (John 8:12) 


	 6. No Veil (Matthew 27:51) 


	 7. No Ark of the Covenant (Jeremiah 3:16, John 10:30-33)	 


9/6 EZEKIEL’S GREAT TEMPLE VISION (CONT’D) 
	 Has the temple in Ezekiel’s vision been built yet? Do you think it will be built someday? When?
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	 We will read about the 2nd temple being built during the time of Nehemiah. This temple 	is not 	 	
	 built according to the specifications outlined by Ezekiel. Why not?


9/7 END OF EZEKIEL’S MINISTRY 
	 NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S TEMPORARY INSANITY

	 Describe the sin of Nebuchadnezzar. (Daniel 4:28-33)	 


	 END OF JEREMIAH’S MINISTRY


9/8 JOB AND THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING 
	 What kind of suffering do we see today?


	 Why does existence of suffering cause people to either accuse God of injustice or lead them to 
	 unbelief?


	 How does the story of Job instruct us in our view of suffering?


	 Why do you think this story was written during this time period?


9/9 	 Activity: Have each person take turns reading and acting out the dialogue from the 
book of Job and then answer the questions as a group.


ELIPHAZ SPEAKS TO JOB: 
	 “But now trouble comes to you, and you are discouraged; it strikes you, and you are dismayed. 		
	 Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless ways your hope?”

	 	 - Why is this unfriendly advice? Read Romans 12:15; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4


	 “Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever 	 	 	
	 destroyed?”

	 	 - Why is this logic flawed? Read I Peter 2:21-24; John 9:2-3

	 	 

	 	 - Eliphaz speaks many truths about God with a few errors mixed in. Why is this 	 	 	
	 	 dangerous? How does this compare to the “little yeast” in Galatians 5:7-10?


JOB SPEAKS 
	 “If only my anguish could be weighed and all my misery be placed on the scales! … No wonder 		
	 my words have been impetuous.”

	 	 - What is Job trying to get his friends to see?


	 “Relent, do not be unjust; reconsider, for my integrity is at stake.”

	 	 - How are Job’s friends hurting Job’s reputation?
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JOB SPEAKS TO GOD 
	 “What have I done to you, you who see everything we do? Why have you made me your 	 	
	 target?” 
	 	 - What false assumption has Job made?


9/10 BILDAD SPEAKS 
	 “When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to the penalty of their sin.” 
	 	 - What false assumptions does Bildad make? Why are his words cruel?


JOB SPEAKS 
	 “He mocks the despair of the innocent. When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, he 	 	
	 blindfolds its judges. If it is not he, then who is it?” 
	 	 - How is Job hurting the reputation of God?


	 “If only there were someone to mediate between us…Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you 	 	
	 see as a mortal sees? Are your days like those of a mortal?” 
	 	 - How is Jesus perfectly qualified to mediate between us and God?  Read I 	 	 	
	 	 Timothy 2:5-6


9/11 ZOPHAR SPEAKS 
	 “Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he would open his lips against you.” 
	 	 - Why is this a presumptuous statement?


	 “If you put away the sin that is in your hand…you will surely forget your trouble.” 
	 	 - How is this a false promise?


JOB SPEAKS 
	 “What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you…You, however, smear me with lies.” 
	 	 - How can Christians sometimes be guilty of doing this to others?


	 “As water wears away stones and torrents wash away the soil, so you destroy a person’s hope.” 
	 	 - Does God ever “destroy a person’s hope?”


9/12 ELIPHAZ SPEAKS 
	 “You even undermine piety and hinder devotion to God. Your sin prompts your mouth; you 	 	
	 adopt the tongue of the crafty. Your own mouth condemns you.” 
	 	 - Why do you think Eliphaz is so confident when he makes these accusations against 	 	
	 	 Job? 

JOB SPEAKS 
	 “I could also speak like you, if you were in my place.” 
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	 	 - Why is it important for us, as Christians, to try and put ourselves in “another’s shoes?”


	 “Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. My intercessor is my friend…on 	 	
	 behalf of a man he pleads with God as one pleads for a friend.” 
	 	 - How is this statement prophetic? What does tell us about the role of Jesus before he 	 	
	 	 came to earth to die for our sins? 

9/13 BILDAD SPEAKS 
	 “The lamp of a wicked man is snuffed out; the flame of his fire stops burning.” 
	 	 -Why is this logic flawed when used against Job?


JOB SPEAKS 
	 “You would exalt yourselves above me and use my humiliation against me.” 
	 	 - How is Bildad looking down on Job and exalting himself? Explain how Bildad falsely 	 	
	 	 believes that he is on God’s side. 

	 “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.” 
	 	 - Describe Job’s faith throughout his suffering.


9/14 ELIPHAZ SPEAKS 
	 “Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way prosperity will come to you.” 
	 	 - Have you ever heard a Christian speak like this? Why is it wrong?


JOB SPEAKS 
	 “The groans of the dying rise from the city, and the souls of the wounded cry out for help. But 	 	
	 God charges no one with wrongdoing.” 
	 	 - Why is this a false statement about God? 


	 	 - What don’t Job and his friends realize about God’s patience with people and eternal 	 	
	 	 punishment? Read 2 Peter 3:8-10


9/15 JOB SPEAKS 
	 “As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice…” 
	 	 - Has God ever denied anyone justice? Read Isaiah 30:18; Psalm 9:7-8


9/16 ELIHU SPEAKS 
	 “For I am full of words, and the spirit within me compels me; inside I am like a bottled-up wine, 		
	 like new wineskins ready to burst.” 
	 	 -Where do you think Elihu’s words came from? Read Jeremiah 20:8-9
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	 “I too am a piece of clay. No fear of me should alarm you, nor should my hand be heavy 	on 	 	
	 you.” 
	 	 -How is Elihu’s treatment of Job different that the other friends’ treatment of him?


	 “…he associates with the wicked. For he says, ‘There is no profit in trying to please God’…It is 	 	
	 unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the Almighty would pervert justice…” 
	 	 -How does Elihu rightly point out Job’s faulty thinking?


	 “Remember to extol his work, which people have praised in song.”

	 	 -How does praising God and remembering His power change our perspective when we 		
	 	 are in the midst of suffering?


9/17 GOD SPEAKS TO JOB 
	 “Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? Tell me, if you know all this.” 

	 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God answer 	 	
	 him!” 
	 	 -Why does God say these things to Job?


	 JOB SPEAKS TO GOD

	 “I am unworthy.” 
	 	 -What does Job learn?


	 GOD SPEAKS TO JOB

	 “Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself?” 
	 	 -What do we learn about God?


	 JOB SPEAKS TO GOD

	 “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself and 	 	
	 repent in dust and ashes.” 
	 	 -Why does being in the presence of God induce this reaction? Read Isaiah 6:5 

	 JOB’S PROSPERITY IS RESTORED

	 Why was God angry with three of Job’s friends but not at Elihu? 


9/18 PSLAMS OF A PEOPLE IN EXILE 
	 How do these Psalms remind you of the story of Job?


	 PSALM 44 - _________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 74 - _________________________________________________________________________
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	 PSALM 79 - _________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 80 - _________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 85 - _________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 89 - _________________________________________________________________________


9/19 PSLAMS OF A PEOPLE IN EXILE (CONT’D) 

	 PSALM 102 - ________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 106 - List the many reasons we can give thanks: 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 123 - ________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 137 - ________________________________________________________________________


9/20 DANIEL’S APOCALYPTIC VISIONS (552 B.C.) 
	 How does this vision compare to Daniel chapter 2? Read Daniel 2:31-45 & 7:2-8


9/21 THE WRITING ON THE WALL (542 B.C.) 
	 How do you think the queen knew that Daniel had the spirit of God in him? 


	 Why didn’t Daniel want to accept the gifts from the king? 


	 Why did God bring judgment on Nebuchadnezzar’s son? What power transfer occurred?


	 THE SEVENTY “SEVENS”

	 What was Daniel doing when he received the vision from Gabriel (Read Daniel 9:20-23)


	 What do the first 69 “sevens” represent? (Read Daniel 9:26, 27)


	 What will bring an end to the first 69 “sevens”? 
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	 What do the last “seven” represent?


	 According to Daniel’s vision, there will be 483 years from the issuing of the “decree” to rebuild 	 	
	 Jerusalem until the Messiah comes and is cut off. Jesus died about A.D. 30. This would mean 	 	
	 that the “decree” to rebuild Jerusalem would be issued at about 453 B.C. In Ezra we read 	 	
	 about a decree issued sometime during the reign of Artaxerxes, King of Persia. Not only does 	 	
	 he decree the physical rebuilding of Jerusalem, but also its spiritual rebuilding. Artaxerxes’ 	 	
	 reign lasted from 465-424 B.C. (Ref. Ezra 7:11-26)

 

9/22 DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN 
	 Why did the administrators and satraps want Daniel to die? 

	 

	 Describe the king’s feelings about throwing Daniel into the lion’s den. What did the king 	hope 	 	
	 for?

	 

	 How was Daniel’s faithfulness used to spread God’s fame?


9/23 FIRST RETURN TO JERUSALEM 
	 How was the rise of the Persian empire a blessing to Israel?


	 FIRST DECREE TO REBUILD TEMPLE BY CYRUS KING OF PERSIA (539 B.C.)


	 How many years were the Israelites in captivity? (Read Jeremiah 29:8-10)


	 Why did the older priests and Levites weep when they saw the temple foundation being laid? 	 	
	 (Keep in mind that Herod initiated extensive expansion in 19 B.C. which is why the 2nd temple 		
	 is commonly called Herod’s Temple.) 


	 How did the people living in the area respond to the Israelites return to rebuild the temple?


9/24 DANIEL’S LAST VISION 
	 Why did God choose Daniel? (Read Daniel 10:12)


	 This vision of Daniel was written about 536 B.C. and accurately portrays future events through 		
	 165 B.C., the year Antiochus Epiphanes desecrates the temple bringing a temporary end to 	 	
	 sacrifice. 


	 While we know that Daniel’s prophecies described a future history that has already happened, 	 	
	 it also describes events that have not happened yet. These events all occur at some point in 	 	
	 time after the death of Antiochus in 164 B.C. - For example, read Daniel 12:2.


	 Now compare Daniel 12:11-12 and Matthew 24:9-21, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4
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	 What does this tell us about the multiple historical layers of Biblical prophecy?


9/25 OPPOSITION TO TEMPLE’S CONSTRUCTION (529-520 B.C.) 
	 What reasons did the men living in the Trans-Euphrates give for opposing the construction of 	 	
	 the temple?


	 What appeal did the Israelites make to King Darius and how did he respond?


	 2ND DECREE TO REBUILD THE TEMPLE BY KING DARIUS (520 B.C.)


	 Describe King Darius’ support for the rebuilding of the temple.


9/26 PREACHING OF HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH 
	 How and why did the returning exiles have wrong priorities?


	 Why does the prophet Haggai say “The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory 
	 of the former house”? How did God fill this temple with His glory? (Read Luke 2:45-49)


	 God promises to bless the Israelites once they get their priorities in order. Do you think this is 	 	
	 applicable to our lives? Why or why not?


9/27 ZECHARIAH’S VISIONS 
	 Zechariah prophecies that God will once again show mercy to Jerusalem. What will that look 	 	
	 like?


	 How will God treat the nations who have plundered Jerusalem, the “apple” of His eye?


	 God says, “Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among 	 	
	 you…Many nations will be joined with the Lord in that day and will become my people.”  

	 Why is this statement encouraging for us?


	 Describe what happens to Joshua (Yeshua) the High Priest and how he is “symbolic of things 	 	
	 to come.” (Also note that “Yeshua” is the actual name of Jesus) 

	 What does God mean when He says, “I am going to bring my servant, the Branch” 	 	 	
	 and “He will be a priest on his throne…there will be harmony between the two.” (Read 	 	 	
	 Zechariah 3:1-10; Zechariah 6:9-15; Hebrews 4:14-16)


9/28 THE MEANING OF RESTORATION 
	 According to God, what does true religion look like compared to fasting? ( Read 		 	 	
	 Zechariah 7:4-10)
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	 COMPLETION OF THE TEMPLE (516 B.C.)


	 How has God kept His promises to the Israelites?


9/29 PSALMS OF A NATION RESTORED 

	 PSALM 78 ___________________________________________________________________________


	 How has God been faithful despite Israel’s unfaithfulness?


9/30	 PSALM 107 _________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 116 _________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 118 _________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 125 _________________________________________________________________________
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For each Psalm reading, write a short statement describing what you learned. 

10/1	 PSALM 126 - __________________________________________________


	 PSALM 128 - __________________________________________________


	 PSALM 129 - __________________________________________________


	 PSALM 132 - ________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 147 - ________________________________________________________________________


	 PSALM 149 - ________________________________________________________________________


10/2	 ZECHARIAH’S FUTURISTIC PROPHECIES

	 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to 	 	
	 you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 	 	
	 donkey.” (Zech. 9:9) 

	 Compare this verse with Luke 19:28-38


	 Why is it preferable to have a gentle king? How does this contradict the “leadership” 	 	 	
	 philosophy of today? (Read Matthew 11:28-30)


	 “Return to your fortress, O prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice as 	 	
	 much to you.” 

	 How is this prophecy similar to the story of Job? (Read Job 42:10)


	 “They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for 
	 an only child.” 

	 Compare this verse with John 19:31-37


	 “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his prophetic vision. He will not put on a 		 	
	 prophet’s garment of hair in order to deceive.” 

	 How were the prophets and shepherds deceiving the people? What is the purpose of a 
	 “garment of hair” for a prophet? 


	 Two-thirds will be struck down and one-third will be left to go through the fire and be refined. 	 	
	 What happens to those God calls His own? What doesn’t happen? (Zech. 13:7-9)


Listen to October 
Readings here:
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	 Why do you think, in the future, God will have the nations “go up year after year” to Jerusalem 	 	
	 to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles?


10/3 ESTHER AND THE FEAST OF PURIM (483-479 B.C.?) 
	 “He (King Xerxes) sent dispatches to all parts of the kingdom, to each province in its own script 		
	 and to each people in its own language, proclaiming in each people’s tongue that every man 	 	
	 should be ruler over his own household.” 

	 From this verse, what do we learn about the power of the curse? (Read Genesis 3:16)


	 Describe the character of Esther (2:15), Mordecai (2:7&11), Haman (3:5-6), and King Xerxes 	 	
	 (1:4; 3:10&15)


	 Describe the courage of Esther’s response to Mordecai’s plea for help.


10/4 ESTHER AND THE FEAST OF PURIM (CONT’D) 
	 Describe Haman’s pride and jealousy over one man. 


	 How does the enabling character of Haman’s wife, Zeresh, ultimately lead to Haman’s 	 	 	
	 destruction? (Esther 5:9-14 & 7:9-10)


	 Why is the Feast of Purim important to the Jewish people?


10/5 PROPHECIES OF MALACHI (500-460 B.C.?) 
	 How have the priests shown a lack of respect for God compared to their respect for the ruling 	 	
	 authorities?


	 “For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his mouth men should seek 	 	
	 instruction—because he is the messenger of the Lord Almighty.” 

	 If believers in Christ are all part of the priesthood of saints (I Peter 2:5&9; Revelation 5:10), what 
	 is our responsibility according to this verse?


10/6 EZRA AND THE SECOND RETURN (458 B.C.) 
	 How did Artaxerxes promote the work in Jerusalem? How did he demonstrate faith in God?


	 Ezra is described as being “well versed in the Law of Moses”, despite the fact that he has been 
	 in exile in Babylon. What does this teach us about the importance and permanence of God’s 	 	
	 Word?


	 How did study of the law impact Ezra’s success? (read Ezra 7:8-10)
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	 Why was Ezra ashamed to ask for protection from the king? (read Ezra 8:21-23, 32)


10/7 PROBLEM OF INTERMARRIAGE 
	 Why was it important for the Israelites to remain “separate” from the neighboring peoples? 


	 When Ezra cries out to God, he confesses by saying “our sins” even though he hasn’t not 	 	
	 participated in intermarriage. What does this teach us about community sin and our own 	 	
	 personal responsibility for repentance?


	 How did the people respond to their sin? 


10/8 NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALL (445 B.C.) 
	 Nehemiah also confesses personal sin and comes before God with a heart of repentance. How 		
	 does this differ from simply calling out other people’s sins?


	 Why was Nehemiah afraid to speak to the king? How can fear impact our witness?


	 How did the non-Israelites in the land try to discourage the workers? Why?


10/9 NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALL (CONT’D) 
	 How did the people and Nehemiah respond to the taunting and discouragement that they 	 	
	 received?	 


	 How did Nehemiah use his leadership role to encourage the people?


	 How does Nehemiah stand up for those being oppressed by his own people? (Nehemiah 	 	
	 5:6-11). 


	 Why is it appropriate for the strong to “take up the offense” of the weak? 


	 Have you ever been taught that you shouldn’t take up another’s offense?


	 How did Nehemiahs’ leadership differ from the previous leaders who “lorded over” the people? 
	 (Read Nehemiah 5:14-16, Matthew 20:25-28, I Peter 5:2-4)


10/10 REDISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 
	 Why did Nehemiah put his brother Hanani in charge of all Jerusalem? (Nehemiah 7:1,2) 	


	 What does this tell us about qualifications for leaders?


	 What can we learn about the accuracy of Israel’s genealogies?
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	 Why do you think it was a noble decision to decide to live in Jerusalem? (Nehemiah 11:1-2)


10/11 LAW AND COVENANT (444 B.C.) 
	 Why did the people weep as they listened to the words of the Law?


	 Describe the celebration of the feast of Tabernacles.


	 Why weren’t the Israelites permitted to marry foreigners? How does this reflect the idea 	of 	 	
	 being “unequally yoked”? (2 Corinthians 6:14)


	 “They stood where they were and read from the Book of the Law of the Lord their God for a 	 	
	 quarter of the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in worshiping the Lord their 	 	
	 God.” 

	 Do you think this is a good description of what revival would look like today? Why or why not?


10/12 NEHEMIAH’S RELIGIOUS REFORMS 
	 How is Nehemiah’s action in throwing Tobiah out of the temple prophetic of Jesus’ actions in 	 	
	 the temple? (John 2:13-17)


	 How had the people forgotten the vows that they had just made to the Lord?


	 Describe the importance of music and singing in the dedication celebration of the wall.


	 Nehemiah excluded from Israel the Ammonites and Moabites because their ancestors did not 	 	
	 help the Israelites. In fact, it says that all those of foreign descent were excluded. How has this 		
	 changed? (Read Ephesians 2:11-22)


10/13 OFFICIAL RECORDS OF ISRAEL 
	 Why are the genealogies inserted during this part of history?


	 Why will the genealogies be so important?


10/14 OFFICIAL RECORDS OF ISRAEL (CONT’D) 
	 Why did Reuben lose the right of firstborn? 


	 Which tribe received the right of firstborn? 	 	 

	 

	 Which tribe is the strongest?
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10/15 HISTORICAL INTERLUDE - END OF OLD TESTAMENT RECORD 
	 What are some of the main characteristics of God that you have observed throughout the Old 	 	
	 Testament?


	 What have you learned about Christian living from the Old Testament? Do the writings apply to 		
	 us today?


	 What was the most unexpected thing that you learned from the Old Testament?


	 Which character from the Old Testament do you most relate to? Why?


10/16 WRITINGS OF THE APOCRYPHA 
	 After reading the descriptions of the books of the Apocrypha, do you think any, all, or none of 	 	
	 them should be included in the Canon of Scripture?


10/17 INFLUENCES ON A DISPERSED PEOPLE 
	 Describe the Persian influence on the Israelites. How did the Persians view God? 


	 Do you know people who believe the same way about God?


	 Why was the “Synagogue” established? 


	 Who were the “Rabbis” and how did they replace the priests?


	 What were the rabbinical writings and how did they lead people away from the Word of 	God? 


	 Do we see examples of this today?


	 HELLENISM AND THE JEWS


	 Describe the importance of the Koine Greek language that is brought with the conquering by 	 	
	 Alexander the Great.


	 How do you think the Greek culture (Hellenism) influenced the Israelites? (see “Greek culture” 	 	
	 appendix B)


	 What is the Septuagint and why is it important?


	 JUDAISM UNDER ROMAN RULE


	 How do you think the Roman culture and law influenced the Israelites? (see Appendix B)
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	 Why do you think that at this time in history, the Jews were looking for a political Messiah and 	 	
	 not a Spiritual one?


	 What is “Pax Romana”? 


	 Who was Herod? Describe Herod’s character.


10/18 INTRODUCTION BY THE GOSPEL WRITERS 
	 Read John 1:1-18. What do we learn about the “Word”?


	 Literally, “made his dwelling among us.” Can be translated as “tabernacled among us.” 	Why is 		
	 that significant when we consider God’s presence, dwelling, and glory? 


10/19 THE GENEALOGIES OF JESUS 
	 What stands out to you as you read the genealogies?


	 During Biblical times, it is clear that genealogies were written, recorded, and preserved by the 	 	
	 priests. Since the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D., most of those written records are gone, 		
	 except for what is written in the Bible. Jews today must rely on oral tradition if they want to 	 	
	 trace their ancestry. Why is this significant?


10/20 THE BIRTHS OF JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST (6-4 B.C.) 
	 Why was Zechariah made speechless?


	 There have been miraculous pregnancies throughout Scripture, but why is Mary’s pregnancy 	 	
	 most miraculous?


	 How did Mary respond to the news of being with child? How did Joseph respond?


	 Why did Mary and Joseph have to go to Bethlehem? Why is this significant? (Read Micah 	 	
	 5:2-4)


	 How would you describe Jesus’ entry into the world compared to other kings?


	 What role did Simeon and Anna play in Jesus birth?


10/21 VISIT OF THE MAGI AND FLIGHT INTO EGYPT (4-2 B.C.) 
	 Describe the character of Herod and what he did to the Jewish people.


	 Why is it significant that Jesus went to Egypt? Matthew references Hosea 11:1 in regard to 	 	
	 Egypt. 


	 Describe the dual meaning of this passage. What does this tell us about prophecy?
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	 FROM INFANCY TO MANHOOD


	 Why did Joseph take his family to Nazareth?


	 Why were the teachers amazed by Jesus?


10/22 THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (A.D. 27) 
	 Describe the ministry of John the Baptist. How is the Baptism of John different from the 	 	
	 Baptism of Jesus? (read Luke 3:15-18)


	 What happened after Jesus was baptized?


10/23 JESUS FACES TEMPTATIONS 
	 How did Jesus battle against Satan? What weapon did He use?


	 What type of temptations did Jesus face?


	 Throughout John’s ministry, who was exalted?


	 What did the dove represent when it landed on Jesus?


10/24 JESUS’ EARLY WORK IN JUDEA, SAMARIA AND GALILEE 
	 Why does John keep referring to Jesus as the “Lamb of God”? What do we know about the 	 	
	 role of a lamb in Old Testament Law?


	 Was Jesus a distant teacher or an approachable and personal disciple-maker?


	 What does Jesus’ anger toward the merchants in the temple teach us about those who use 	 	
	 religion to personally profit?


	 According to Jesus, in this passage, what is the true “temple” of God at this time?


	 What does it mean to be “born again?” (Read John 3:1-21)


	 Why does John say “He must become greater; I must become less”?


	 Describe Jesus’ interaction with the woman at the well. What does the woman do after her	 	
	 interactions with Jesus? 
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10/25 THE RISE OF OPPOSITION 
	 “On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and 	 	
	 learn what this mean: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, 	 	
	 but sinners.” 

	 How does this verse challenge your religious pursuits? 

	 Why were the pharisees upset with Jesus for healing people?


	 According to Jesus, how can we have “eternal life”?

	 

	 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.”


	 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. 	 	
	 These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”


10/26 THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
	 How do the beatitudes give us hope? What do the “woes” teach us about God?


	 In what ways does Jesus contrast the Law with true righteousness?


	 Why is internal righteousness more important to God than external righteous acts? 


	 Why do humans tend toward performing external righteousness rather than internal 	 	 	
	 righteousness? (Read Matthew 6:1-4)


	 What kind of treasures can be stored up in heaven?


	 “First take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 	 	
	 your brother’s eye.” 

	 What does Jesus mean when He says this?


	 How does this sum up the Law and the Prophets: “Do to others what you would have them 	 	
	 do to you”? 

	 After reading the Old Testament and now reading Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount, 	 	
	 are you just as amazed as the people were? 


	 How do Jesus’ words bring clarity to the Law and the Prophets?




The Daily Bible October Discussion Questions

10/27 THE MINISTRY CONTINUES 
	 Describe the faith of the Roman Centurion. How does Jesus compare this Gentile’s faith to the 		
	 faith of His own people?


	 Describe Jesus’ interaction with the “sinful” woman at the house of Simon, the Pharisee.


	 Why did Jesus’ family think that He was “out of his mind”?

10/28 THE MINISTRY CONTINUES (CONT’D) 
	 How have the Pharisee’s hindered the people from entering the Kingdom of God?


	 Jesus describes the hypocrisy of the Pharisee’s as yeast. Why? What is hypocrisy and how will 
	 God overcome it?


	 Describe the difference between storing up things for yourself and being rich toward God?


	 How do we make ourselves “ready to serve” since “the Son of Man will come at an hour when 	 	
	 you do not expect him”?


10/29 TEACHING THROUGH PARABLES 
	 Why does Jesus teach in parables? What keeps us from being able to hear and see?


	 The seeds that don’t grow represent the effects of (1) a failure to understand, (2) a lack of 	 	
	 developing deep roots, and (3) a focus on wealth as a result of worry. How does this apply 	 	
	 to us and our spiritual growth?


	 Where do the “weeds” come from and who are they? 


	 When and how will they be defeated?


	 What do you learn about the Kingdom of God from the parables?


10/30 PERFORMING MIRACLES 
	 What did Jesus tell the demon-possessed man to do after his healing? 


	 What might Jesus be 	asking us to do after an encounter with the power of God in our lives?


	 Why do you think later, Jesus started telling the ones he healed not to speak about it?


10/31 SENDING OUT APOSTLES 
	 What instructions does Jesus give to the Apostles? 
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	 What predictions does he make about their ministry and how the rulers will respond?


	 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, 	 	
	 but a sword.” 

	 What did Jesus mean when He said this?
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As we read the New Testament, it may be necessary to slow down group discussions and take time for 
the holidays. Consider reading 1 or 2 epistles/books together each time you meet and then discuss it 
together. Use a bookmark and continue to do this until you finish the Bible. 

11/1 MIRACLES AND MULTITUDES 
	 Why do you think that Jesus saw the people as “sheep without a shepherd”? How did Jesus 	 	
	 treat them like a shepherd would treat sheep?


	 Why did Jesus avoid the people who wanted to make him king?


	 How did Peter’s focus change when he got out on the water? When Peter took his eyes off of 	 	
	 Jesus, what happened?


	 Why did the Pharisees and disciples grumble when Jesus said that he is “the bread that came 	 	
	 down from heaven”?


	 In what ways can we be like the Pharisees who, “let go of the commands of God and are 	 	
	 holding on to the traditions of men.”


	 How does Jesus clarify the difference between eating unclean things and projecting unclean 	 	
	 thoughts?



11/2 EXTENSIVE TOUR TROUGHOUT GALILEE 
	 How does Jesus show compassion for the crowds of people?


	 What do you think is the “sign of Jonah”?


11/3 PREPARATION OF APOSTLES FOR THE END 
	 Why did Jesus say to Peter, “Get behind me Satan”?


	 What does it mean to “take up” your cross?


	 Describe the transfiguration event.


	 What were the disciples arguing about? What great truth does Jesus teach about being 	first 	 	
	 and last?


	 If someone sins against us and then they repent, what are we commanded to do? How does 	 	
	 this reflect our relationship with God? (read Luke 17:3-4)


Listen to November 
Readings here:
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	 Why is repentance necessary in order to receive forgiveness?


11/4 IN JERUSALEM FOR FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
	 How was Jesus treated by His brothers? Why?


	 What do the “streams of living water” inside a person represent? (John 7:37-39)


	 In the story of the woman caught in adultery, what do we learn about forgiveness, new 	 	 	
	 beginnings and the fallen state of everyone?


11/5 IN JERUSALEM FOR FEST OF TABERNACLES (CONT’D) 
	 When talking to the Pharisees, what statements does Jesus make about his origins and 	who he 
	 represents? Why does this anger the religious leaders?


	 What is significant about the healing of the blind man?


	 How does Jesus represent a “good shepherd”? How is this like God? (Read Psalm 23)


11/6 MINISTRY FROM GALILEE TO JUDEA 
	 Why and how did Jesus send 72 disciples out? What was the result?


	 What did you learn from the parable of the Good Samaritan?


	 What are the major elements of the prayer that Jesus gives as an example?


	 What promises does Jesus give about prayer?


	 IN JERUSALEM FOR FEAST OF DEDICATION (NOV/DEC A.D. 29)

	 For what “crime” did the Jews try to stone Jesus?


11/7 THE PEREAN MINISTRY 
	 When Jesus speaks about the “last” and the “first”, what lesson is He trying to teach?


	 What are the costs of being a disciple? (Read Luke 14:25-33)


	 In the parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost Son, what do we learn about 	 	
	 God?
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	 Jesus says, “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, 	 	
	 or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”


	 In what ways can we apply this statement to our own lives and our relationship with God?


11/8 RETURN TO JUDEA TO RAISE LAZARUS 
	 Describe Jesus’ relationship with Lazarus, Mary and Martha.


	 After Lazarus died, why do you think Mary didn’t come out to meet Jesus like Martha did?


	 Do you think it is difficult to meet with God in the midst of tragedy?


	 Jesus used Lazarus’ death to bring glory to himself in order that others may believe. Does God 		
	 still work that way in our lives?


11/9 THE FINAL JOURNEY 
	 Considering Jesus’ teaching about divorce, what do we learn about laws, rules and regulations 
	 found in Scripture? 


	 In what ways do some of the written laws in the O.T. fall short of God’s standard of holiness? 	 	
	 Could this also be true in some of the N.T. instructions?


	 Why were the people upset that Jesus went to the house of Zachaeus?


	 How does Mary honor Jesus? How does Judas dishonor Jesus? Who was more pragmatic, 	 	
	 Mary or Judas?


11/10 THE TRIUMPHANT ENTRY — SUNDAY 
	 Why do you think Jesus chose a colt, the foal of a donkey, to make his triumphant entry?


	 What do you think the people were expecting that Jesus would do as King?


	 FINAL WEEK — MONDAY

	 Why does Jesus describe himself as a kernel of wheat? How are Jesus’ disciples to be like 	 	
	 kernels of wheat?


11/11 FINAL WEEK — TUESDAY MORNING 
	 What do we learn about forgiving others from Jesus?
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	 How do the sons in the parable of the two sons represent the tax collectors and the prostitutes 		
	 and the religious leaders?


	 In the parable of the wedding banquet, what did the original invitees do when it was time to go 		
	 the banquet? What does this teach us about the priority of responding to God’s invitation over 		
	 and above everything else in our life?


	 What do you think the “wedding clothes” represent?


	 According to Jesus, what will marriage look like in heaven?


	 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 	 	
	 with all your strength…Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than 		
	 these.” 

	 Why do you think this is the greatest commandment? 

	 Why aren’t we to call each other “Rabbi” or “Teacher”? (Matthew 23:5-12)


	 In what way are the religious leaders like cups only clean on the outside or white-washed 	 	
	 tombs? Why do we need to be on guard against this “yeast” in our own lives?


11/12 DISCOURSE OF FUTURE EVENTS 
	 What will be the signs of Jesus’ return and the end of the age?


	 What must first happen to the gospel?


	 What will be the result from the increase of wickedness? (Read Matthew 24:12). Why do you 	 	
	 think that there is a connection between wickedness and lack of love?


	 In what manner will Jesus return? Will it be quietly or will it be noticeable?


	 If “one will be taken and the another left” in the same way that the people were taken away by 	 	
	 the flood but Noah’s family was left, which is better: to be taken or to be left? 


	 What does a thief do and how does that imagery relate to the return of Christ?


	 According to the parable of the talents, what is required in order to hear the words, “well done” 
	 from God?
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	 If the “least of these” are the least of the brothers and sisters of our King, how does this verse 	 	
	 apply to our lives:

	 “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me…	 	
	 Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” 

	 What is the result of not caring for the “least of these”?


11/13 FINAL WEEK—TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
	 What happened when Satan entered Judas Iscariot?


	 FINAL WEEK—WEDNESDAY

	 Why were the people unable to believe in Jesus even after seeing the signs and miracles?


	 Why wouldn’t some of the believers openly acknowledge their faith in Him?


	 What meal is being prepared? Why is this significant?


11/14 THE UPPER ROOM 
	 Is the Passover still applicable to us? Why or why not? (Read Luke 22:14-16; I Corinthians 	 	
	 5:7-8)


	 How did Jesus settle the dispute about who is greatest among the disciples? 

	 What is the lesson that Jesus is trying to teach the disciples when He washes their feet? 	 	
	 Describe the ways in which we should do that for others?


	 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 	 	
	 another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”	 


	 How is this command new and different from the greatest commandment?

	 

	 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 	 	
	 through me.” (John 14:6)


	 If the definition of sin is to “stray from the path or the way” and the word is also used literally of 
	 sheep who wander astray, then why is this verse so significant and how does it apply to our 	 	
	 lives? Consider the following verses as well:
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	 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, 	 	
	 and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, 
	 and those who find it are few. (Matthew 7:13-14, ESV) 

	 “Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.” (I 	John 	 	
	 2:6) 

	 According to John 14:23, if we love Jesus, what will we do?


11/15 FINAL DISCOURSE 
	 Why is it important that branches on a vine are pruned? How are we pruned by God?


	 If Jesus doesn’t call us servants, what does He call us?


	 What does the “Spirit of Truth” do for us? (John 16:12-15)


	 Why will the disciples have joy? How does this bring us joy as well?


	 When we pray, Jesus does not ask the Father on our behalf. Why is this significant?


11/16 BETRAYAL AND ARREST 
	 “Jesus said: ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death’ … And being in 		 	
	 anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the 	 	 	
	 ground.”	 


	 Even though Jesus is the source of our joy, what do we learn from these verses about sorrow 	 	
	 and anxiety in this life?

	  
	 At one point Jesus tells the disciples to carry a sword. When Peter uses the sword, how does 	 	
	 Jesus respond? (read Matthew 26:51-52)


	 TRIAL BEFORE SANHEDRIN

	 Why is it significant that Caiaphas, the high priest, says that it is better for one man (referring to 
	 Jesus) to die for the sake of the people? (Traditionally the high priest would select the lamb for 		
	 Passover)


11/17 TRAIAL BEFORE PILATE 
	 “To avoid ceremonial uncleanness they (the religious leaders) did not enter the palace, because 		
	 they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.” 
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	 How does this verse poignantly demonstrate the uselessness of simply being clean on the 	 	
	 outside?


	 If we are on the “side of truth”, what will we do? (read John 18:36-37)


	 Is Jesus’ kingdom of this world? What does this truth mean to us?


	 How did the people respond when they were given the option to release Jesus or Barabbas? 	 	
	 How does this reflect human nature?


	 Pilate recognizes Jesus’ innocence and the hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders, but is unwilling to 		
	 free Jesus for fear of the people. How does this reflect human nature as well?


11/18 THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 
	 When Jesus says, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing”, what does 		
	 this teach us about forgiveness?


	 Why do you think Pilate wrote “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” on the notice fastened 
	 to the cross?


	 What specific prophecies were fulfilled during the crucifixion of Jesus?


	 Why did one man on the cross receive forgiveness and eternal life and not the man on the 	 	
	 other side of Jesus?


	 Why did Jesus say that God had forsaken him?


	 What is the significance of the curtain in the temple tearing at the moment of Jesus’ death?


	 THE BURIAL OF JESUS

	 Why did Pilate place guards at the tomb?


11/19 JESUS’ RESURRECTION AND APPEARANCES 
	 Describe the events on Sunday morning.


	 To whom did Jesus first appear? Why do you think he appeared to her first?


	 Why do you think the disciples did not immediately recognize Jesus after the resurrection?
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	 In what ways has Jesus fulfilled what has been written about him in “the law of Moses, the 	 	
	 Prophets and the Psalms?”


	 FINAL INSTRUCTIONS AN ASCENSION

	 Jesus says to the disciples after they receive the Holy Spirit, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their 		
	 sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” What does this teach us 	 	
	 about forgiveness?


	 When Jesus says to Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed,” 	 	
	 who is he talking about?


	 Describe Jesus’ interaction with Peter. What are his instructions to Peter? Why? (Read John 	 	
	 21:15-17)


	 What are Jesus’ final instructions to the disciples? Do those instructions apply to us?


	 If we pattern ourselves after Jesus, what does it look like to make a disciple?


	 CONCLUSION TO THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS

	 According to John 20:30-31, why were the events of Jesus’ life written and recorded?


11/20 ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
	 What kind of baptism did the believers receive in Jerusalem? How is this baptism 	 	 	
	 different from water baptism?

	 

	 POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

	 Describe the day of Pentecost and the preaching of Peter.


	 The earliest disciples devoted themselves to “the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 	 	
	 breaking of bread and to prayer” and they “continued to meet together in the temple courts” 	 	
	 and “they broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts”. How 	 	
	 can this be a pattern for us today?

	 

11/21 GROWTH OF THE EARLY CHURCH 
	 Why is repentance always the first step when turning to God?


	 Describe the prophecies about Jesus that came through Moses and Abraham? (Deut. 18:15-19 
	 & Genesis 22:18)
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	 When Peter performs miracles, why does he say, “In the name of Jesus”? When we perform 	 	
	 spiritual acts of ministry, who should be glorified every time?


	 When Peter and John were persecuted by their fellow Jews and told not to preach anymore, 	 	
	 how did they respond? Read Acts 4:16-20.


	 Were Ananias and Sapphira punished for withholding money or for lying? Why is this an 	 	
	 important distinction? Why shouldn’t we tolerate hypocrisy in the church?


11/22 MARTYRDOM OF STEPHEN 
	 What accusation was being made against Stephen? By whom?


	 Why do you think Stephen chooses to retell the story of the history of Israel?


	 Why was Saul (aka Paul) at the stoning of Stephen? Describe Paul’s heart at this time.


11/23 PERSECUTION AND PREACHING	 

	 What happened after the stoning of Stephen?


	 What did the believers do after they had been scattered?


	 The eunuch came to believe in Jesus as the Messiah because of reading the prophecies of 	 	
	 Isaiah, which were then explained by Philip. What does this tell us about 	the importance of the 
	 Old Testament in our lives?


	 CONVERSION OF SAUL

	 Describe the miraculous conversion of Saul (aka Paul). Why do you think God chose Paul?


11/24 FIRST GENTILE CONVERTS 
	 How do the miracles performed by Peter compare to the miracles performed by 	Jesus? What 	 	
	 does this tell us about the Holy Spirit?


	 What was the meaning of Peter’s vision as it relates to his interactions with Cornelius, the 	 	
	 centurion?


	 What was the proof that the Holy Spirit dwelt also in the Gentiles?


	 What does water baptism symbolize? (Read Acts 10:44-48 & 11:15-17)
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	 PERSECUTION BY HEROD AGRIPPA I

	 Describe Peter’s faith before and after the resurrection of Jesus.


11/25 FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY 
	 Who sent Barnabas and Paul? Where did they teach?


	 How did Paul demonstrate from the Old Testament that Jesus is the Messiah? 


	 Why is the resurrection so significant? And, how do the testimonies of the witnesses lend 	 	
	 credence to the event?


	 How many people heard the Word in Antioch? (Acts 13:44) How did the Jews respond?


	 What happened to Paul in Iconium?


	 THE JERUSALEM CONFERENCE

	 What role does the “Law” play in a believer’s life now? (Read Acts 15:5-11 & Hebrews 10:1-18)


11/26 LETTER TO THE GALATIANS 
	 What did Paul sacrifice in order to become a follower of Jesus? (Galatians 1:13-16; Acts 	 	
	 9:15-16; 14:19)	 


	 How were Peter and Barnabas led astray by the Jewish Christians who arrived in Antioch? 	 	
	 How does their behavior contradict Jesus’ teaching? (read Matthew 5:47)


	 According to the letter to the Galatians, can righteousness be gained through the law? 


	 What is the only way we can be justified and made righteous?


	 Which came first - Abraham being justified by faith or the written law? Why does this matter? 


	 According to Galatians 3:23-25, what was the purpose of the law?


	 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into 	 	
	 Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 		
	 nor female” (also refer to Appendix B)


	 After reading Appendix B, how do you think the slaves and women felt when Paul declared 	 	
	 them all to have rights of “sons”?
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	 Describe the two different Jerusalem’s. Which one is the true Jerusalem? How does the current 
	 Jerusalem represent the descendants of Hagar (Ishmael)?


	 How does Paul summarize the entire law? (Galatians 5:14) How does the Holy Spirit help us 	 	
	 accomplish this?


11/27 SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY 
	 After reading the book of Galatians, which was written by Paul, why do you think Paul had 	 	
	 Timothy circumcised?


	  Why in one instance is it bad to be circumcised, but in this instance, good?


	 What does this teach us about how we should conduct ourselves around unbelievers?


	 On what grounds were Paul and Silas put into prison? (Read Acts 16:20-21) What does this tell 
	 us about the ruling authorities at that time?


	 What do we also learn about Paul’s political citizenship? How would this affect his writings?


11/28 FIRST LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS 
	 Did Paul seek to please men or God when he preached to the Thessalonians? Why? (I Thess. 	 	
	 2:6)	 


	 “We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God 	 	
	 but our lives as well.” 

	 According to this verse, in what ways is discipleship different than observing a church worship 		
	 service?


	 In I Thessalonians 2:7-12, what motherly and fatherly qualities did the apostles demonstrate 	 	
	 toward the church?


	 When Paul says that the Thessalonians are suffering from their own countrymen like the Jewish 
	 churches are suffering from the Jews, which “country” is Paul referring to?


	 In I Thessalonians 4:13-18, what hope do we have concerning those who have already died?	 


	 According to I Thessalonians 5:10, why did Jesus die for us?


	 Describe the behavior, that overflows from love, that Paul expects from the Thessalonians?
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11/29 SECOND LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS 
	 When we are suffering for righteousness sake, what truth can we lean on 	concerning God’s 	 	
	 justice and retribution? (2 Thess. 1:5-10)


	 List the characteristics of the “Man of lawlessness”. How does this help us be prepared? 


	 What do you think Paul meant when he said that people will be under a “powerful delusion”? 


	 Do you think those who call themselves “Christians” could fall under this delusion?

	 

	 What does Paul teach about idleness? (2 Thess. 3:6-15)


	 “If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate 
	 with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him 	 	
	 as a brother.” 

	 Why is it important to understand that fellow Christians are not our enemies, but rather are our 		
	 brothers, no matter what they may do or say?


	 Describe how Priscilla and Aquila (husband and wife) partnered in ministry.


	 “Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds.” 

	 Do you think confession and acts of repentance are a natural occurrence when a believer 	 	
	 comes to put their faith in Jesus?


11/30 FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 
	 “I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 	 	
	 another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in 	 	
	 mind and though.” 

	 How can this be accomplished in Christianity when so many people have different views?


	 How do verses 1:12 & 13 help us understand the unity that Paul is talking about? What are 	 	
	 some modern examples?


	 Why does God choose to use the foolish and weak things of this world? (Read I 	Corinthians 	 	
	 1:29)


	 Describe Paul’s preaching style in I Corinthians 2:1-6.
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	 How does the presence of the Holy Spirit in us help us understand the thoughts of God? What 		
	 about those without the Spirit?


	 Why is it inappropriate to elevate some servants of God over others? (Read I Cor. 3:5-9)


	 How does understanding the statement, “Do not go beyond what is written” help keep us from 		
	 taking pride in one man over against another? (I Corinthians 4:6-8)
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As we read the New Testament, it may be necessary to slow down group discussions and take time for 
the holidays. Consider reading 1 or 2 epistles/books together each time you meet and then discuss it 
together. Use a bookmark and continue to do this until you finish the Bible. 

12/1 FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS (CONT’D) 
	 REGARDING IMMORALITY


	 How should the church respond to inappropriate sexual behavior among its members? How 	 	
	 should it not respond? (I Corinthians 5:1-5)


	 Which festival is Paul referring to when he says that we ought to “keep the Festival”? (I 	 	 	
	 Corinthians 5:6-8)


	 According to I Cor. 5:9-13, who should not be part of the church gathering?


	 According to Paul, does a marriage happen when spoken vows are made or when two people 	 	
	 unite sexually?


	 REGARDING MARRIAGE AND SINGLENESS

	 Who has authority over the other in a marriage relationship? (Read I Corinthians 7:4)


	 What advice does Paul give a believer who is married to an unbeliever?


	 If we’re not careful, how might marriage interfere with our undivided devotion to the Lord, for 	 	
	 both men and women?


	 REGARDING MUTUAL SUBMISSION

	 How can exercising our freedom in Christ cause another person to fall? How might it hinder our 
	 testimony to unbelievers?


	 REGARDING ROLE DISTINCTIONS

	 Read Appendix C


	 According to Paul, why is it important that women wear head-coverings? (I Corinthians 11:4-5)


	 In Greek, the word head can also figuratively mean “source” or “origin” and in 	 	 	 	
	 verse 8 and 12, woman is described coming “out of” man. How does this additional 	 	 	
	 understanding of these words fit the context of I Corinthians 11?


	 How does Paul’s argument help us understand that women are also in the image of God? 


	 How are men and women interdependent? (I Cor. 11:11)


Listen to December 
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	 Paul describes women’s hair as a “covering” (v. 10, 15) that gives her authority. This Greek 	 	
	 word used by Paul, is the translation of the Hebrew word, mantle, which is used to describe a 	 	
	 prophet’s hairy covering (Zechariah 13:4, I Kings 19:19, 2 Kings 1:8), an outward symbol of a 	 	
	 prophet’s authority. How does Paul’s argument qualify women to be prophets? 


12/2 FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS (CONT’D) 
	 REGARDING BODY UNITY AND FELLOWSHIP


	 Describe what was happening during the the Lord’s Supper at the church of Corinth.


	 How should the Lord’s Supper reflect unity?


	 Why does Paul say that we ought to “examine ourselves” before eating the Lord’s Supper?


	 REGARDING SPIRITUAL GIFTS

	 How do our differing gifts lead to unity?


	 What causes divisions? (Read I Corinthians 12:22-26)


	 What type of actions are not equal to love according to I Corinthians 13:1-3?


	 What does love look like? (I Corinthians 13:4-7) Slowly consider each description and reflect on 
	 your own life.


	 Why does Paul prefer the gift of prophecy? What does prophecy accomplish? (I Cor. 14:19, 	 	
	 14:23-25) Who should prophesy? (I Corinthians 14:31)


	 According to I Cor. 14:26, who should vocally participate during a church meeting?


	 Remember, in I Cor. 11, Paul gives instructions on the proper way for women to prophesy and 	 	
	 pray during a church meeting. However, 14:34-35 states that women are 	not permitted to 	 	
	 speak because, by law, they must be in submission. Biblical scholars believe that this passage 		
	 was originally written by Paul in the margins of the letter to the Corinthians, perhaps as an 	 	
	 afterthought. After reading Appendix B, why do you think Paul felt it was wise to add these 	 	
	 instructions for women even though it limited their freedom?


	 Why is it important for Christians to submit to governing authorities, even if it means giving up 	 	
	 freedoms we have in Christ?


12/3 FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS (CONT’D) 
	 REGARDING THE RESURRECTION	 

	 What is the gospel? (I Cor. 15:1-8)
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	 Paul says that we should take our stand on the gospel. What other “stands” do Christians take 		
	 that could potentially distract us from the gospel?


	 How do we know that our hope is not just for this life, but for the life to come?


	 How does hope in the life to come help us give ourselves “fully to the work of the Lord”?


	 CLOSING PERSONAL THOUGHTS

	 How does Paul instruct the Corinthians to treat fellow laborers in Christ who will be sent out?


	 According to I Cor. 16:15-16, to whom should we submit?


12/4 SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 
	 What does it mean to share in the sufferings and comfort of Christ?


	 What hope do we have when we are experience something beyond what we can endure? (2 	 	
	 Cor. 1:8-11)


	 REGARDING PAUL’S MINISTRY

	 Contrast Paul’s ministry, born out of sincerity, with those who are peddling “the word of God 	 	
	 for profit”, using “secret and shameful ways”.


	 How does Paul compare the ministry of the law to the ministry of the Spirit?


	 What does it mean to live by faith and not by sight?


	 When we realize that Christ died for us, how does that change our loyalties in life?


	 What does Godly sorrow produce? (2 Cor. 7:8-13a)


	 REGARDING COLLECTION FOR BRETHREN IN JUDEA


	 What does equality look like in the church?


12/5 SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS (CONT’D) 
	 DEFENSE OF PAUL’S APOSTLESHIP

	 What does Paul mean when he says that “the weapons we fight with are not the 	weapons of 	 	
	 the world?”


	 Even though Paul is not a “trained speaker”, why is he qualified to teach the Corinthians?


	 Why is Paul concerned about the Corinthians and their exposure to false teachers?
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	 Describe the sufferings Paul has faced for the sake of the Gospel. (2 Cor. 11:21-29)


	 Why does Paul boast in the things that show his weakness? (2 Cor. 12:7-10)


12/6 LETTER TO THE ROMANS (A.D. 56-58) 
	 JUDGMENT OF GOD

	 Why are people without excuse? (Read Romans 1:18-23)


	 What is the evidence of a depraved mind?


	 What does it mean to have God’s law written on our hearts? What does that look like?


	 How are the Jews blaspheming God’s name among the Gentiles?


12/7 LETTER TO THE ROMANS (CONT’D) 
	 RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD

	 How are people justified? And what should we uphold? (Romans 3:27-31)


	 Why is it significant that Abraham was justified before he was circumcised? 


	 FREEDOM FROM CONDEMNATION

	 How can we experience reconciliation with God?


	 FREEDOM FROM THE LAW

	 When we live by the Spirit, how are “the righteous requirements of the law…fully met in us?”


	 What will happen when someone, who is not controlled by the Spirit, tries to abide by the law?


	 FREEDOM FROM DEATH

	 What’s the significance of being adopted as “sons.” (Numbers 36:1-7)


	 What does it mean to be conformed into the likeness of His Son?


12/8 LETTER TO THE ROMANS (CONT’D) 
	 REGARDING THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

	 How have the Israelites pursued righteousness, not by faith, but rather by works?


	 How do we also tend to seek to “establish” our own righteousness rather than submit to God’s 		
	 righteousness?
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	 What does Paul mean when he says that “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 	 	
	 righteousness for everyone who believes?” 

	 How are we saved? (Romans 10:9-13)


	 Did God reject Israel or has Israel persisted in its rejection of God?

	 

12/9 LETTER TO THE ROMANS (CONT’D) 
	 CHRISTIAN LIFE AND CONDUCT

	 What does it mean to be “transformed by the renewing of your mind?”


	 When we are conformed to the image of the Christ, does that then mean we will all be 	 	 	
	 conformed to each other? (Read Romans 12:3-8)


	 What is a Christian’s role with regards to governing authorities?


	 How does Love fulfill the Law?


	 Contrast the “deeds of darkness” with the “armor of light”.


	 REGARDING MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY

	 What does Paul say about judging people with regards to what they eat or with regards to what 
	 days they consider to be special?


12/10 PAUL CHANGES TRAVEL PLANS 
	 When Paul speaks of “finishing the race”, what task is he referring to? (Acts 20:24)


	 Paul instructs the overseers to be “Shepherds”. Describe the qualities of a shepherd and how a 
	 shepherd is different from a boss or a ruler. (Read John 10:14-15; Isaiah 40:11; Luke 15:4-5)


	 What will the “wolves” attempt to do?


	 Describe Paul’s attitude in the face of persecution.


12/11 PAUL’S ARREST AND TRIAL 
	 How did the Jewish believers think they should interact with the law compared with how the 	 	
	 Gentiles should interact with the law. (Acts 21:17-26)


	 Based on Paul’s letters so far, with regards to the law, do you believe that there should be a 	 	
	 different standard for Jewish believers and Greek believers?


	 Why did the Jews say “Rid the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!” (Read Acts 22:21-22)
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	 How have the Jews disregarded their own law? (Read Genesis 22:18, Exodus 23:9, Leviticus 	 	
	 24:22, Isaiah 49:6, Isaiah 56:6-8)


12/12 PAUL BEFORE FELIX, FESTUS, AND AGRIPPA 
	 Describe the suffering that Paul has endured up to this point for the sake of Jesus.


	 Why is Paul’s story so believable?


	 Why are the Law and the Prophets so important with regards to establishing the identity of the 		
	 Messiah? (Read Acts 26:22-23)


	 Why do you think Paul appealed to Caesar?


12/13 VOYAGE TO ROME 
	 How did Paul know what the outcome of the voyage would be? Do you think angels of God still 
	 talk to us?


	 HOUSE ARREST IN ROME

	 Describe Paul’s boldness among the Jews in Rome.


12/14 LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS 
	 Who did Paul entrust to reach the Colossians? What does this teach us about preparing new 	 	
	 leaders and evangelists in the church?


	 THE PREEMINENCE OF CHRIST

	 How are all things on earth and on heaven reconciled to God? (Colossians 1:15-23)


	 How much of the Word of God does Paul present to the Colossians? (Colossians 1:25)


	 How does Paul describe hollow and deceptive philosophy? (Col. 2:8) How does this conflict 	 	
	 with faith in Christ?


	 How is the written code cancelled? How is this exemplified when we compare spiritual 	 	 	
	 circumcision with physical circumcision?

	 

	 CARNALITY AND SPIRITUALITY

	 How does superstitious behavior keep us from being connected to Christ? 


	 How does performing a long lists of do’s and don’ts compare to being truly purified in your 	 	
	 heart? 
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	 CHRISTLIKENESS IN RELATIONSHIPS

	 Explain how we should show Christlikeness in our relationships with others, specifically 		 	
	 following in the way that Christ laid down his rights for us. (read Appendix B and Col. 3:18-4:1)


	 LETTER TO PHILEMON

	 How does Paul challenge the cultural norms of slavery in his letter to Philemon while still 	 	
	 submitting to them?


12/15 LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 
	 REVELATION OF GOD’S MYSTERY


	 What kind of blessings do we receive as sons of God? (Read Ephesians 1:3-10)


	 How can we have confidence in our standing with God as followers of Christ?


	 What kind of power do we receive as believers? (Read Ephesians 1:18-20)


	 Describe the “mystery” that has been revealed to Paul.


	 EXHORTATION REGARDING THE CHURCH

	 How do the following help promote unity - Humility? Patience? Gentleness? Love? Differing 	 	
	 Spiritual Gifts?


	 EXHORTATION REGARDING PERSONAL RIGHTEOUSNESS

	 What does righteousness look like for the believer? In what ways can we “grieve the Holy 	 	
	 Spirit”? 


	 How is being filled with the Holy Spirit related to declaring psalms, hymns and spiritual songs? 


	 Why is it beneficial for Christians to express their heart through music?


	 EXHORTATION REGARDING RELATIONSHIPS

	 What does mutual submission look like? How did Jesus demonstrate submission in His 	life?


	 How do wives, husbands, children and slaves follow the example of Christ’s submission with 	 	
	 regards to their place in life within Greco-Roman culture?


	 How does the marriage relationship picture the relationship of Jesus and the Church? 


	 How does slavery picture our relationship with Christ?


	 EXHORTATION REGARDING RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
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	 Describe the importance of each piece of the armor of God.


12/16 LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS 
	 REFLECTIONS UPON IMPRISONMENT

	 Describe Paul’s feelings for the Philippian church. 


	 Why isn’t Paul afraid of death? Why is Paul also eager to go on living?


	 VARIOUS EXHORTATIONS

	 Why is unity important, especially when the church faces persecution? Why is humility a critical 
	 component of unity?


	 VARIOUS WARNINGS

	 Contrast the “righteousness” that comes from the law (as evidenced by Paul’s former life) and 	 	
	 the true righteousness that comes through faith in Christ (as evidenced by Paul’s later life).


	 Does Paul think that he has reached perfection yet? How does this way of thinking differ from 	 	
	 his former way of life?


12/17 FIRST LETTER TO TIMOTHY 
	 INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CHURCH

	 What are some ways we also get distracted by “myths and endless genealogies”? How does 	 	
	 this “promote controversies rather than God’s work”?


	 Describe the behavior of Hymenaeus and Alexander. (also refer to 2 Timothy 2:16-18)


	 Read 1 Timothy 2:1-4. How should we treat those who have worldly authority? Why? Who was 		
	 in authority during Paul’s time with regards to the class system?


	 Why do you think Paul did not permit women to teach or to have authority over men in	 	 	
	 Ephesus? Why is it significant that he permitted women to learn? (see Appendix B, I Timothy 	 	
	 2:11-12)


	 How does the situation for women, during this time, relate to the curse? (see Appendix A)


	 Describe the qualification for elders and deacons.


	 INSTRUCTIONS TO TIMOTHY

	 Describe Paul’s encouragement for Timothy.


	 CONCERNING WIDOWS

	 Why is it significant that Paul only considers female widows to be in need and not male 		 	
	 widows?
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	 CONCERNING ELDERS


	 ADVICE TO TIMOTHY


	 INSTRUCTIONS TO SLAVES

	 Why does Paul instruct slaves to respect their masters? Does this mean that God approves of 	 	
	 slavery?


	 CONCERNING MERCENARY TEACHERS

	 How has the desire for wealth corrupted some of the teachers?


12/18 LETTER TO TITUS 
	 CONCERNING CHURCH LEADERS

	 Describe the qualifications for Elders.


	 Describe the teaching of false teachers. How should they be treated?


	 TEACHING VARIOUS GROUPS

	 What are the instructions to older men and older women? Why should women be subject to 	 	
	 their husbands according to this passage?’

	 	 

	 Why should slaves be subject to their masters according to this passage?


	 THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

	 How were the Christians supposed to treat rulers and authorities?


	 What is the “washing of rebirth”? What is “poured” out on us to accomplish this washing?


12/19 SECOND LETTER TO TIMOTHY 
	 EXHORTATIONS TO TIMOTHY

	 Read 2 Timothy 1:3-5. Which family member is notably missing? How do you think Paul was a 		
	 father-figure to Timothy and how has this affected the emotions that Paul is currently 	 	 	
	 experiencing?


	 When was grace given to us (vs. 9)? What have we been called to?


	 What is Timothy called to “guard”?


	 If we confess the name of the Lord, what must we do? (2:19)


	 How are the Lord’s servants supposed to treat opponents? Why? (2:23-26)
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	 Read 2 Timothy 3:1-7. Describe the behavior of men during the last days.


	 Jannes and Jambres were magicians who worked for Pharoah during the time of Moses. How 	 	
	 are these men like Jannes and Jambres? What do they oppose? (vs. 8)


12/20 LETTER BY JAMES 
	 PREPARATION FOR OPPRESSION

	 Why should we be joyful when we face trials and testing of our faith? (James 1:3-4, 12)	 


	 What can we do if we lack wisdom?


	 Through what has God given us birth? (1:18)


	 CONSISTENCY BETWEEN FAITH AND CONDUCT

	 What kind of religion does God accept? (1:27)


	 How can discrimination creep into the church?


	 What is the difference between “belief” and “faith evidenced by works”? (2:19)


	 Why is the tongue so powerful?


	 Describe the difference between “wisdom” and “selfish ambition” (3:13-18)


	 EXHORTATIONS FOR SUFFERING SAINTS

	 How are the prophets an example of patience in the face of suffering?


	 Describe the prayer of a righteous person.


	 LETTER BY JUDE

	 What does it mean to “contend for the faith” when false teachers slip into the church?	 


	 How can grace be perverted into a license for immorality? How does this behavior deny Jesus 		
	 as Lord?


	 The original Greek in verse 8 says that these divisive men will be “shepherding themselves”. 	 	
	 What is the difference between leaders that shepherd others and those that shepherd 	 	 	
	 themselves?


12/21 FIRST LETTER BY PETER 
	 THE BLESSINGS OF REDEMPTION

	 Describe the value of faith according to Peter.
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	 Describe the role of the prophets in foretelling Christ.


	 THE NATURE OF REDEMPTION

	 Why should we be holy? Is holiness optional for a follower of Christ?


	 How are we born again through the Word of God? If we have been “born again”, how will this 	 	
	 effect our love for each other? (I Peter 1:22-23)


	 Peter describes us as stones being built together and founded on the Cornerstone (which is 	 	
	 Jesus Christ) and then he describes the house formed by us as a “Royal Priesthood”. What 	 	
	 does it mean to be a “royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession.”


	 GLORIFYING GOD FOR REDEMPTION

	 According to Peter, what does it mean to live good lives among the pagans with regards to: 	 	
	 Human authorities? Slave masters? Unbelieving husbands? Believing wives?


	 Peter says that we should not “repay evil with evil or insult with insult.” How does this reflect 	 	
	 Jesus’ character and teachings? 


	 STEADFASTNESS IN PERSECUTION

	 In I Peter 3:13-17, to whom should we with speak with gentleness and respect? How do 	 	
	 Christians sometimes disobey this command?


	 How are we “blessed” if we suffer for the name of Christ?


	 Describe the role and responsibilities of an Elder in I Peter 5:1-4. 


	 Peter describes elders as shepherds. Do you think Peter often remembers the commands that 		
	 Jesus gave to him in John 21:15-17? How is shepherding different than any other example of 	 	
	 leadership in our world?


12/22 SECOND LETTER BY PETER 
	 VALUE OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE

	 According to 2 Peter 1:3-4, how do we achieve godliness?


	 Describe the qualities we should possess in order to be effective and productive in our 	 	 	
	 knowledge of Jesus?


	 DANGER OF FALSE TEACHERS

	 What are the characteristics of the false teachers that Peter describes? 


	 How do we know who our master is? (Read 2 Peter 2:19)
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	 REGARDING THE SECOND COMING

	 Why hasn’t Jesus returned yet? (2 Peter 3:8-9)


	 How does the testimony of Peter affirm Paul’s apostleship? (2 Peter 3:14-16)


12/23 LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 
	 THE MAJESTY OF CHRIST

	 How is Jesus similar to previous prophets? How is he different? (Hebrews 1:1-3)


	 How are we related to Jesus? (Heb. 2:9-13)


	 If Jesus had to be made “flesh” in order to share in our humanity, what was Jesus before? 	 	
	 (Hebrews 2:14-18)


	 CHRIST SUPERIOR TO MOSES

	 What is God’s house?


	 CHRIST SUPERIOR TO JOSHUA 

	 What does it mean to enter God’s Sabbath rest? Spiritually, how do we rest from our own work 		
	 when we enter God’s rest?


	 JESUS AS HIGH PRIEST

	 Why is it significant that Jesus is called our “High Priest”?


	 How was Jesus made perfect? (Heb. 2:10, 5:8-9) Why did this make him the perfect high 	 	
	 priest? (Heb. 2:18)


12/24 LETTER TO THE HEBREWS (CONT’D) 
	 CHRIST SUPERIOR TO PRIESTHOOD

	 What does it mean that Jesus went into the inner sanctuary behind the curtain?


	 How has the priesthood changed? How has the law changed?


	 “For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.”


	 Read Psalm 110. Who do you think David is talking about?


	 How is Jesus, as a high priest, different from the the Levitical high priests? (Hebrews 	 	 	
	 7:23-28)


	 SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST’S COVENANT AND SACRIFICE

	 Describe the different covenants God has made throughout history. (Read Heb. 8:8-13)
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	 Read the following 2 passages. What is the big idea that’s being taught?


	 “This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered 	 	
	 were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a matter of food and drink 
	 and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new 	 	
	 order.” (Hebrews 9:9-10)


	 “Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a 	 	
	 festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but the 		 	
	 substance belongs to Christ.”  (Colossians 2:16-17, ESV)


	 Describe the importance of blood with regards to covenants and forgiveness. 


	 Why must blood be shed in order to receive forgiveness? (Consider a forgiven debt. Does the 	 	
	 debt go away once it’s forgiven or does someone else still suffer loss?)


	 So far in the book of Hebrews, which part of the law has the author declared to be a shadow of 
	 things to come? (Hebrews 10:1-4) Which part of the law remains and will be put in our hearts 	 	
	 and written on our minds? (Hebrews 10:14-18)


12/25 LETTER TO THE HEBREWS (CONT’D) 
	 EXHORTATION TO CONTINUE FAITH IN CHRIST

	 What do you think it means to “deliberately” continue to sin after receiving the “knowledge of 	 	
	 truth” and why in that case is there no sacrifice for sins left? (Read Heb. 10:26-31; Numbers 	 	
	 15:27-31 ) 


	 Why do we need confidence in our faith?


	 EXAMPLES OF GREAT FAITH

	 Carefully read each example of faith. How would you define faith based on the examples of 	 	
	 faith that we read about in Hebrews 11?

	 

	 A CALL FOR STEADFAST FAITH

	 How does God use hardships in the believer’s life? (Read Hebrews 12:7-11)


	 VARIOUS EXHORTATIONS

	 Why is it significant that Jesus suffered outside the city gate with regards to the sacrificial law? 		
	 (Read Leviticus 4:1-6 and 4:12)


12/26 FIRST LETTER BY JOHN 
	 WALKING IN LIGHT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

	 Why is confession important? What do we have to admit about ourselves?
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	 John states: “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.” How would you describe 	 	
	 Jesus’ walk? (Read John 13:1-17, Zechariah 9:9, Philippians 2:3-7)


	 What does it mean to “be in the light”? (I John 2:9-11, John 8:12)


	 WARNING ABOUT ANTICHRISTS

	 How does John identify antichrists?


	 LIVING AS CHILDREN OF GOD

	 John says that God “lavishes” his love on us. What does that mean to you?


	 How does John define sin? (Read I John 3:10, I John 3:16-18, I John 3:23-24)


	 DISTINGUISHING UNBELIEVERS FROM BELIEVERS


	 What does a believer believe? (I John 4:1-3) How does a believer act? (I John 4:7-12)


	 In what way do we acknowledge our love for God? (I John 5:3)


	 How do we “have life”? (I John 5:10-12)


	 ASSURANCES IN CHRIST

	 How can we have confidence in our eternal life?


	 SECOND LETTER BY JOHN 

	 How is John’s message in his 2nd letter similar to the first?


	 THIRD LETTER BY JOHN

	 Why does John expect Christians, who don’t know each other, to assist each other in 	 	 	
	 furthering the Gospel? How would this change the way the church functions today?


12/27 THE REVELATION TO JOHN 
	 How should we respond to the words of this prophecy? (Rev. 1:3)


	 Who is John writing to?


	 ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF REVELATION

	 What do you think John means when he refers to the “Lord’s Day”? (There is no evidence that 	 	
	 John is speaking about Sunday - Read Isaiah 13:6, Joel 1:15, 2:1, Amos 5:18)


	 John talks with someone who is “like a son of man.” Who do you think John is talking to?
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	 LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES

	 Describe the church of Ephesus. How does one call out false teaching and yet lose their first 	 	
	 love?


	 Describe the church of Smyrna.


	 Describe the church of Pergamum. Why do you think some people hold to the teaching 	of 	 	
	 Balaam (Numbers 24:15-19)?


	 Describe the church of Thyatira. Who will be given authority over the nations?


	 Describe the church of Sardis.


	 Describe the church of Philadelphia.

	 

	 Describe the church of Laodicea. How do riches make us “lukewarm”?


	 What does it mean to overcome?


12/28 THE REVELATION TO JOHN (CONT’D) 
	 MAJESTY AND CENTRALITY OF GOD

	 What is heaven like?


	 Who is worthy to open the scroll? Why is He worthy?


	 How is the Lamb worshipped in the same way as God?


	 DESTRUCTIVENESS OF SIN

	 Describe the 1st seal.


	 Describe the 2nd seal.


	 Describe the 3rd seal.


	 Describe the 4th seal.


	 Describe the 5th seal.


	 Describe the 6th seal.


	 How do we know that salvation is not limited to the 144,000? (Read Revelation 7:9,10)
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	 How will the Lamb heal those who have gone through the great tribulation? (Revelation 		 	
	 7:13-17)


12/29 THE REVELATION TO JOHN (CONT’D) 
	 WRATH OF GOD AGAINST EVIL

	 Describe the 1st trumpet.


	 Describe the 2nd trumpet.


	 Describe the 3rd trumpet.


	 Describe the 4th trumpet.


	 Describe the 5th trumpet.


	 Describe the 6th trumpet.


	 Why is God’s wrath being poured out on the world? (Read Revelation 9:20-21)


	 Describe the actions of the two witnesses. They will prophecy for 1260 days. If a month 	is 30 	 	
	 days, how long is that? (Read Daniel 7:23-25 and 12:5-7)


	 RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD SEEN IN COMING OF CHRIST

	 How is the 7th trumpet different than the others? (Revelation 10:6-7)


	 Describe the 7th trumpet.


	 OPPOSITION TO CHRIST’S CHURCH

	 Who is the woman? How long will she be taken care of in the desert?


	 Do you think that someday a literal dragon will literally spew water out of its mouth towards a 	 	
	 literal woman with wings who has just had a baby in order to drown her in the desert? Or do 	 	
	 you think that this is figurative language describing something else?


	 How does accepting the figurative nature of this passage help shape our understanding of the 		
	 book?


	 Describe the 1st beast. Describe the 2nd beast.


	 What is the purpose of the mark of the beast? 
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	 The number of the 2nd beast is 666. However, the earliest 	manuscripts of Revelation describe 		
	 his number as 616. If 666 is the calculated number of “Neron”, with “N” having a value of 50, 	 	
	 then 616 would be the calculated value of the name “Nero.” What do you know about Emperor 		
	 Nero and why might John be describing the beast as being like Nero?


12/30 THE REVELATION TO JOHN (CONT’D) 
	 HOPE OF THE FAITHFUL


	 Describe the 144,000 and what they do. 


	 What will happen to anyone who receives the mark of the beast?


	 JUDGMENT AGAINST UNRIGHTEOUS


	 How are the 7 bowls of God’s wrath different from the trumpets and the seals?


	 Describe the 1st bowl.


	 Describe the 2nd bowl.


	 Describe the 3rd bowl.


	 Describe the 4th bowl.
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	 Describe the 5th bowl.


	 Describe the 6th bowl.


	 Describe the 7th bowl.


	 SPECIAL JUDGMENT UPON BABYLON


	 The woman (Babylon) rides on the beast who’s name is 666 or 616. The beast is described as 
	 “once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss”. He is also described this way:


	 “Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the 		
	 inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was 	 	
	 wounded by the sword and yet lived.” (Revelation 13:14) 

	 The word “sword” in Hebrew refers to a short dagger. History tells us that Nero killed himself 	 	
	 with a dagger. Also, the Nero Redivivus Legend was a belief popular during the last part of the 	 	
	 1st century stating that Nero would return after his death in 68 AD. The legend was a common 		
	 belief as late as the 5th century. Several variations of the legend exist, playing on both hope 	 	
	 and fear of Nero's return


	 How does this information help us understand the meaning of John’s prophecies?

	 

	 Do you think the coming “beast” will literally have the number 666 or 616 or is it possible that 	 	
	 John is simply trying to teach us that the coming “beast” will be in the image of Nero? Why is it 
	 important to accept both possibilities?


	 How many kings will submit to the authority of the “Beast”?


	 Why do you think that the beast and the 10 kings hate Babylon, the “great prostitute”?


	 Describe the future Babylon. 


	 Who finally defeats Babylon? What does this teach us about the enemies of our enemies?


12/31 THE REVELATION TO JOHN (CONT’D) 

	 TRIUMPH OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH


	 At the wedding of the Lamb, who do you think is the bride?
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	 Who is the rider on the white horse who is called “Faithful and True”? Why is He also called the 
	 “Word of God”? (Read Revelation 19:11-16)


	 The rider on the horse has an army. Who do you think is in the army?


	 Who is the false prophet and what is his role? 


	 What is the fate of the beast and the false prophet?


	 Who will come to life and reign with Christ a thousand years?


	 What will happen after the thousand years?


	 What is the second death? Describe who will be in the the lake of fire.


	 What does the “sea” represent? (Revelation 20:13). Why is it significant that there will be no 	 	
	 more “sea” in the new heaven and new earth?


	 GLORY AND GRANDEUR OF HEAVEN


	 According to John, who is the bride, the wife of the Lamb?


	 Why will there be no temple in the city?


	 What was the curse? What does it mean to you when you hear that the curse will be no more?


	 EPILOGUE


	 When will Jesus return? What delays His return? (2 Peter 3:7-9)


	 Describe the invitation that is given to everyone.
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APPENDIX A - UNDERSTANDING THE WORD “DESIRE” IN GENESIS 3:16 

https://www.tms.edu/m/TMS-Spring2016-Article-03.pdf


https://jenniferjolene.wordpress.com/2016/02/26/two-verses-i-never-understood-before-
genesis-47-and-316/


1. Genesis 3:16 and Genesis 4:7 are linguistically related. 

	 

	 “To the woman he said, "I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful 		
	 labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule 
over 	 	 you.” Gen. 3:16 NIV


	 "If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin 		
	 is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” Genesis 4:7 		
	 NIV


2. Theologians are beginning to understand that the word “sin” in Genesis 4:7 is more 
appropriately understood as “sin offering”. Genesis 4:7 describes a male lamb or goat 
reclining peacefully at the entryway to God’s presence.


3. The words “to have” in the NIV translation of Genesis 4:7 are not in the original Hebrew. 
Rather, it likely reads, “his turning is towards you,” which the translation found in the 
Septuagint.


4. The Hebrew word for “desire” or “turning”, literally describes the desire or turning of a 
sheep or a goat towards its shepherd.  Figuratively, it describes an act of submission and 
the feeling of dependence towards another.


5. In Genesis 3:16 we see that woman is now cursed to be dependent on man and she must 
turn her submission towards man for her own survival. In the modern, developed world we 
do not understand this because physical strength is not necessary for survival.


6. World History records that women have always been in a submissive, dependent position 
towards men because of their physically vulnerable state. (Read I Peter 3:5-7)


7. The curses on man and woman are not commandments but rather the consequences of 
Adam and Eve’s disobedience towards God.


8. We know that one day the curse will be no more. (Revelation 22:3)


https://www.tms.edu/m/TMS-Spring2016-Article-03.pdf


Appendix B

APPENDIX B - THE INFLUENCE OF GRECO-ROMAN CULTURE AND LAW 
http://earlyworldhistory.blogspot.com/2012/03/hellenization.html

http://listverse.com/2016/09/29/10-fascinating-facts-about-slavery-in-ancient-greece/

https://www.ancient.eu/Greek_Religion/

https://www.ancient.eu/article/927/women-in-ancient-greece/

https://www.britannica.com/topic/patria-potestas

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutela

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pater_familias


Greek culture and Roman Law influenced the early church in the following ways: 

1. The establishment of schools to teach children the Greek language and culture in 
conquered cities


2. The building of local Gymnasiums and Cultural Centers associated with exercise 
(especially gymnastics and wrestling), medicine, and communal bathing


3. Patria Potestas, (Latin: “power of a father”, also referred to as “Pater familias”) - In 
Roman family law, the male head of a family exercised power over his children and 
his more remote descendants in the male line, whatever their age, as well as over 
those brought into the family by adoption. The Pater familias was the oldest living 
male in the household.


4. Legal tutela: Under Roman law, there were several forms of tutela (“guardianship” 
or “tutelage”), mainly for people such as minors and women who ordinarily in 
Roman society would be under the legal protection and control of a paterfamilias, 
but who for whatever reasons were Sui iuris, legally emancipated.


5. Slavery:

1. Estimates of between 15-40 percent of the Greek population were slaves in 

various regions at different times. 

2. A middle-class family might have had between three and 12 slaves. 

3. Slaves who were able to save enough money could buy their freedom by paying 

their masters an agreed sum

4. Aristotle wrote that some people were simply born to be slaves, while others 

were born to rule the slaves, a doctrine known as “natural slavery”

5. Slavery, Aristotle said, was a good thing for slaves, for without masters, slaves 

would not know how to live their lives. He also saw slaves as “animate tools” —
pieces of property to be used, with no rights other than those granted by their 
masters.


http://earlyworldhistory.blogspot.com/2012/03/hellenization.html
http://listverse.com/2016/09/29/10-fascinating-facts-about-slavery-in-ancient-greece/
https://www.ancient.eu/Greek_Religion/
https://www.ancient.eu/article/927/women-in-ancient-greece/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patria-potestas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pater_familias
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6. Religion:

1. Basic beliefs of the Greeks: the gods existed, they could influence human 

affairs, and they welcomed and responded to acts of piety and worship.

2. Polytheism - a myriad of gods who each represent certain facets of the human 

condition or the personification of abstract ideas such as justice or wisdom

3. Gods were given human bodies and could marry and have children just like 

normal humans

4. Gods were worshipped at sacred sites and temples in all major Greek 

communities in ceremonies carried out by priests and their attendants

5. Sacrifices were either burnt completely or cooked, with part offered to the god 

and the rest eaten by some or all of the worshippers or taken away to be eaten 
later.


6. The priests were often the same sex as the god they represented


7. Women:

1. Women had few rights in comparison to male citizens. They were unable to vote, 

own land, or inherit

2. A woman’s place was in the home and her purpose in life was the rearing of 

children

3. In contrast to the lot of most women, some exceptional women rose above the 

limitations of Greek society and gained lasting acclaim as poets, leaders and 
physicians


4. In ancient male-dominated literature, women are often cast as troublemakers, as 
being jealous, or employing their “charms” to make men lose their wits. Female 
characters are often portrayed as trying their best to derail the plans of male 
heroes or as being ruled by passion and ecstatic emotion.


5. Education for girls focused on preparing her for her role in rearing a family and 
not to stimulate her intellectual development


6. Because marriages were often arranged, husbands sought “eros” love outside 
of the marriage


7. All women were under the guardianship/authority (kyrios or lord) of a male from 
birth to death.


8. A married woman was under the complete authority of her husband by law, 
though later women often chose to remain under the guardianship of their 
fathers rather than transferring “manus” (power or authority) to their husbands.


9. A woman’s name was never to be mentioned in public

10.Aristotle believed that women were intellectually incapable of making important 

decisions for themselves and this belief permeated all of society.
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GENDERED LANGUAGE AND HEAD-COVERINGS 

GENDERED LANGUAGE


The original manuscript of the entire Bible was written in a gendered language, whether 
Hebrew or Greek. Both Hebrew and Greek are primarily gendered languages, unlike the 
English language, which is not. This means the following: 

1. In a gendered language, nouns are either male or female. There are few, if any, 
neutral nouns.


2. Every noun must have a corresponding gendered article. For example, in English, 
all articles (a, an, the) are gender neutral, whereas the articles in Hebrew and Greek 
are either male or female. Verb and Adjective form must also agree with the gender 
of the noun.


3. When referring to both male and female, the male form of the noun is used. For 
example:


	 A. In English we say, “People” to refer to men and women. In gendered 	 	 	
	 language, the word “Men” would be used to refer to both.


	 B. In English we say, “Siblings” to refer to brothers and sisters. In gendered 	 	
	 language, the word “Brothers” would be used to refer to both.


	 C. In English we say, “Children” to refer to sons and daughters. In gendered 	 	
	 language, the word “Sons” would be used to refer to both.


	 D. In English we say, “Parents” to refer to fathers and mothers. In gendered 	 	
	 language, the word “Fathers” would be used to refer to both.


4. This can cause confusion for the English reader. It is important that the reader 
understand the complexities of gendered language when reading the Bible, 
especially when the words “men”, “brothers”, “fathers”, and “sons” are read. 


5. It is up to the reader to determine, from the context, in every instance, whether or 
not these terms should be inclusive of both genders


______________________________________________________________________________


HEAD-COVERINGS


https://margmowczko.com/head-kephale-does-not-mean-leader-1-corinthians-11_3/

https://margmowczko.com/head-and-headship-in-genesis-1-3/


https://margmowczko.com/head-kephale-does-not-mean-leader-1-corinthians-11_3/
https://margmowczko.com/head-and-headship-in-genesis-1-3/
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There is much confusion as to whether or not a woman should wear a covering over her head. 
This is a good questions, since the directive by Paul in I Corinthians 11:1-16 seems clear. The 
reader should come to their own conclusion on this matter. The following is a more in-depth 
look at the meaning of the words in this passage:


I Corinthians 11:1-16 
1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

2 I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the traditions just as I passed 
them on to you. 3 But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of 
the woman is man,[a] and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with 
his head covered dishonors his head. 5 But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head 
uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as having her head shaved. 6 For if a woman does 
not cover her head, she might as well have her hair cut off; but if it is a disgrace for a woman to 
have her hair cut off or her head shaved, then she should cover her head. 

7 A man ought not to cover his head,[b] since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the 
glory of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man 
created because of woman, but woman because of man. 10 It is for this reason that a woman 
ought to have authority over her own[c] head, because of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord 
woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as woman came 
from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 
14 Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 
15 but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 
16 If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other practice—nor do the churches 
of God. 

1. HEAD - This is the English translation of the Greek word “Kephale”. During the time 
period of this writing, the word “Kephale” typically did not indicate leadership, but 
rather source of origin. Plenty of ancient evidence attests to this fact. Even early church 
leaders understood this word to mean “source”: 

“Therefore of our race he [Adam] became first head, which is source, and was of the earth and 
earthy. Since Christ was named the second Adam, he has been placed as head, which is source, 
of those who through Him have been formed anew unto Him unto immortality through 
sanctification in the Spirit. Therefore he himself our source, which is head, has appeared as a 
human being. Yet he, though God by nature, has himself a generating head, the heavenly Father, 
and he himself, though God according to his nature, yet being the Word, was begotten of him. 
Because head means source, he establishes the truth for those who are wavering in their mind 
that man is the head of woman, for she was taken out of him. Therefore as God according to his 
nature, the one Christ and Son and Lord has as his head the heavenly Father, having himself 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11&version=NIV%23fen-NIV-28604a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11&version=NIV%23fen-NIV-28608b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11&version=NIV%23fen-NIV-28611c
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become our head because he is of the same stock according to the flesh.” Cyril (376-444), 
Archbishop of Alexandria

It is important that we understand that “head” means “source” or we will end up with a 
distorted understanding of Jesus’ equality with God. The word “head” is used to help 
us understand that Jesus comes from God, not that Jesus has less authority than God. 
In fact, it is this very word that teaches us that Jesus is in the image of God and 
therefore is a true reflection of God.


“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.” (Matthew 28:18) 

“Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a 
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’?” (John 14:9) 

2. FROM and BECAUSE OF - The continuous use of these words throughout the 
passage also give clear evidence that Paul is using the word “Head” as defining a 
source. As the creator of all things, Jesus created Man. Jesus is the source of man. 
Then, Jesus took woman out of man. Man is the source of woman. Jesus is the image 
of God. Man is the image of Jesus. Woman is the image of man—therefore, logically, 
Jesus, Man and Woman are all the image of God.


3. ANGELS - Apart from any spiritual sense, this greek work literally means 
“messengers”. It is important to remember that fact whenever you see the word 
“angels” in the new testament. It is a fact that the greek word for “angels” also referred 
to spies, and historically, even Roman spies. In James 2:25, we see that the Greek 
Word used to describe the human spies is in fact the same word, “Angels”.  
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/james/2-25.htm. The word has also been used to 
describe those carrying letters from church to church.


4. COVERING - This word is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word “mantle”. The 
mantle was often described as a prophet’s hairy covering which gave the prophet 
visible authority. Both Elijah and John the Baptist wore hairy coverings as a symbol of 
their authority to prophesy. It seems clear that Paul, who was well versed in Judaism 
and Scripture, is comparing a woman’s long hair to the authority of a prophet.


“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed, every one, of 
his vision, when he prophesieth; neither shall they wear a hairy mantle to 
deceive.” (Zechariah 13:4, ASV)

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/james/2-25.htm

